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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
a. Project Title: Discover the Flyway

Applicant: Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.,
P.0O. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,
Phone: (916)756-7248, Fax: (916)758-1673,
e-mail: robin{@dcn.davis.ca.us

b. Project Description and Primary Biological/Ecological Objectives
Compatibility with CALFED Objectives

The creation of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area (hereafter “Wildlife Area™) in the heart of the
Pacific Flyway and the center of the CALFED Project Area is an outstanding example of precisely the
sart of long-term habitat restoration activity that CALFED seeks to achievc. And it has already been
accomplished. The Yole Basin Foundation {the Foundation) has received widespread recognition
as the key player in building the constituency and sustaining the commitment to see the Wildlife Area to
completion. It can be the catalyst for comparable CALFED achievements in the rest of the Delta.

The Discover the Flyway Program (the Program) is a continuation and broadening of the
Foundation's constituency building activities to support restoration and long-term management of
significant biological resources in the Yolo Basin arca. CALFED is asked in this Proposal to
expand the Program. It is what CALFED must accomplish if it is to see its preferred approach of
adaptive management succeed: the development of sustained public understanding and support for
appropriate environmental restoration and management activities.

The Program creates an informative set of programs making the Wildlife Area accessible and
understandable to the general public. Located within easy reach of the Bay Area and within 15 minutes
of downtown Sacramento, the Wildlife Area represents an unparalleled educational opportunity to
cxpose large numbers of people to the beauties and importance of restored and well-managed wetlands
and migratory waterfow] habitat. The Program will use the Wildlife Area as an outdoor classroom to
bring thousands of school children, their teachers and other stakeholders to appreciate the beauty,
utility and importance of ecosystem restoration in the Yolo Basin -- and by extension the entire Bay-
Delta wetlands complex— through focused field trips led by trained interpreters and volunteers,

‘The Program will accomplish this by sponsoring teacher training workshops, coordinating class and
stakeholder field trips, and developing and training a cadre of volunteers to assist with field trips and
other program tasks, It has been the experience of the Foundation that guided ditect exposure is the
strongest way (o build a respect for and love of the values that support habitat restoration and the
cnvironment. CALFEDY's long-term success depends on developing these attitudes and constituencies.

¢, Apprvach/Tasks/Schedule
In each program year a new phase is added:

Program year 1997/98: Phase la: Recruit teachers for workshops, recruit and train
volunteers, assemble and develop educational materials, schedule field trips.

Program year 1998/99 (first year of CALFED funding): Phasc la completed and
continuing (see above) Phase 1b: add stakeholder field trips: hire interpreter, recruit and teain
volunteer Guides, develop group contacts, schedule stakeholder Lrips and presentations.

FProgram year 1999/2000 (second year of CALFED funding): Phase | completed and
continuing; Phase 2: expand program to include junior high and high school students, and youth
organizations; develop educational materials/activities for upper grades, expand trips scheduied for
the general public.
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d. Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED

The newly established Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area offers a unigue oppottunity t0 promote ecosystem
restoration as identified in the CALFED Implementation Swrategy. In effect the Wildlife Area serves as
a living laboratory/classroom 1o enable the many stakeholders involved in the CALFED implementation
to observe, monitor and experience the reality of restoration in the Yolo Basin. The Yolo Bypass
caniains six priority habitats, seven of the priority species and shows examples of eleven of the
stressors affecting priority species and habitats. Please refer to Attachment 2 for Habitat Type Map.

The Wildlife Area is one of the few publicly accessible places where ecosystem restoration and habitat
management can be observed. Education is an important part of building a constituency and informing
the stakeholders about ecosystem rostoration, The Program targets students, teachers, parents and the
public. Through the Program, they have guided access to a Wildlife Area illustrating an important
priority established by CALFED: ecosystem restoration, By seeing for themselves the public will be
better able to make informed decisions in the future reparding funding and management issues.

e, Budpet Costs and Third Party Impacts

Program Year 1998/99: CALFED: $23,381 Yolo Basin Foundation: $23,381
Program Year 1999AM): CALFED: $38,092 Yolo Basin Foundation: $25,394

f. Applicant Qualifications

The Foundation was formed in 1990 as a community based organization to assist in the establishment
of the Wildlife Area. Itis a non-profit public benefit corporation dedicated to educating and inspiring
people about wetlands and wildlife of the Central Valley. The 15 member board of directors represents
a diverse group of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conservation to local government and the
business community. {Attachment 3) It is universally crediled with being the driving force behind the
successful Yolo Basin partnesship. The Foundation is successfnl because it has used its limited
resources to encourage coopération among a wide variety of government agencies and private
stakeholders. The result of the Foundation's efforts is the creation of a public wildlife area, with over
$12 million of state and federal funding.

The Foundation continues as the communication link between the many people and organizations
involved in creating and managing the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Bducational programs underway
include: sponsoring Califprmia Duck Days - a three day waterfowl] and wetlands (estival in the heart of
the Pacific Flyway; publishing the Yolo Flyway; bringing wetlands education into the schools with our
Wild About Wetlands cwrriculum kits; and, introducing people to the natural places in the community
through our field trips. Curently we are recruiling teachers to participate in our Discover the Fiyway
workshops to prepare them for class field trips throughout the year. This activity is managed,
coordinated, and produced by a part time staff (executive director, program coordinator, database
administrator) and a core of dedicated volunteers, in the best grass-roots tradition,

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Quarterly reports on program activities, participation (geographic & quantity), and expenses;
Annual report including analysis of writien evaluations by staff, volunteers, and participants;

h. Local Support/Coordination with other Programs

The Discover the Flyway program is a partmership with California State Department of Fish and Game,
Current year funders include; U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, Teichert
Foundation, Lang Foundation, and friends of Yolo Basin Foundation. Cooperators are listed on page
4, They provide malerial resoutces and partmer with the Foundation to achieve shared objectives.
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TITLE PAGE
a. Project Title: Discaver the Flyway

b. Applicant: Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.,
P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,
Phone: (916)736-7248, Fax: (916)758-1673,
e-mail: robin@dcn.davis.ca.us

¢. Type of Organization: Non-profit public benefit corporation, Tax Status: 501(c)3

d. Tax Identification number; Federal: 68-0230311,
California Corporation #C1668657

e. Contact persons:

Robin Kulakow, Executive Director,

Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,

Phone: (916)756-7248, Fax: (316)758-1673,
e-mail: robin@dcn.davis.ca.us

Paul Simmons, Chairman of the Board,
Yolo Basin Foandation, Inc.

¢fo DeCuir and Somach

400 Capirol Mall, Suite 1900

Sacramento, CA 95814-4407

Phone: (916)446-7979, Fax: (916)4456-8199

Manny Carbahai, Chief Financial Officer
Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.

of/o Carbahal & Company

1107 Kennedy Place, Suite 5

Davis, CA 95616

Phone: (916) 758-8111, Fax; (916)758-1425

f. Participants/Collaborators in Implementation:

Pariner: California State Depariment of Fish and Game (Memorandum of Understanding
signed 5/97),

Cooperators: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento and San Francisco Bay Model,
California Waterfow! Association, Ducks Unlimited, University of California, Davis,
Putah-Cache Creek Bioregion Project and Regional Education Alliance, Yolo Audubon
Society, and Davis Community Network

Current year funders: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Teichert Foundation, Lang Foundation, friends of Yolo Basin Foundation

g2. RFP Project Group Type: Group 3 (Other Services)
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Project Description
a. Project Description and Approach

Discover the Flyway begins in August, 1997 when *“Reading, Writing, and Waterfowl” teacher
workshops will instruct forty elementary school teachers about wetlands, the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Arca (Wildlife Arca), and how to best use the area as an outdoor classroom. The teachers will be
supplied with aclivities that relate directly to the Wildlife Area, and they will have access to pre- and
post-field trip activities so that the wetlands can be part of their curriculum during a substantial portion
of the school year. We estimate that these initial forty teachers will be responsible for bringing over
800 elementary school children to the Wildlife Area in its very first year of existence.

This two year proposal to CALFED will fund an expansion of the Discover the Flyway program. The
first CALFED grant year of the Discover the Flyway program will support both elementary school
children visiling the Wildlife Area and field trips for adults from stakeholder groups. During this year
(1998-99) the program will recruil and train a special group of volunteer Guides who will lead field
trips designed to address stakeholder interests. An Interpreter will join the staff of Yolo Basin
Foundation in order to train the Guides and lead field trips and information sessions about the wetland
restoration process. This program will provide quality field trips for stakeholder groups such as local,
state and federal elected officials and plher decision makers, land owners, farmers, business leaders,
conservation groups, and land and wildlife management agencies, Each of these visitors will come
with a unique concern or point of view, based on their particular interest. The staff and volunteer
guides will be capable of addressing stakeholder questions - be they economic, ecological, or
educational in nature. The grant will also be used to develop educational materials oriented toward the
ecosystem restoration goals identified by CALFED.

The second year of the CALFED grant (1999) will build on the previous year’s success and add two
youth components. As in the first year, the Diiscover the Flyway program will include teacher
workshops and elementary school field trips to the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, volunteer recruitment
and Guide waining for stakeholder constituency-building field trips. In addition, the program will add
Junior High, High School and youth organizations io the stakcholders the Yolo Basin Foundation will
serve. In this way the program will easily triple the number of studenls from throughout the region
visiting the Wildlife Area on field trips and being exposed to information about the value of ecosystem
restoration in the Yolo Bypass, and the multiple benefits it provides,

It is envisioned that the third year (20(X)) will be a growth year in each of the three phascs described
above. We estimate that by 1999 over 2,000 school children will visit the Yolo Basin on field trips
annually. Many of these (rips may include stops at other wildlife habitat projects in the Yolo Basin as
these are compieted, such as the City of Davis’ wastewater treatment wetland project. Finally, the
constitnency building program will grow throughout the Sacramento region until the whole range of
stakeholder groups has been introduced to ecosystem restoration, and the Yolo Basin is a common
interest among local, state, and federal decision makers. We will apply for CALFED support for this
phase once the previous phases have be evaluated as to effectiveness and cost.

b. Location and/or geographic boundaries of project

Location: Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, Yolo County, Yolo Basin, tsrminus of Putah-Cache Creek
Walershed. Refer to Attachment 1, Regional Map.

The Wildlife Area is in the Pacific Flyway where thousands of migratory waterfowl gather every
winter. Ttis located in the Yolo Bypass where E-80, California's busiest east-west highway, intersects
the Pacific Flyway and is within sight of the State Capital's skyline, Encompassing 3700 acres newly
restored from laser-leveled agriculture, the Wildlife Area is the largest wetland restoration project
outside of the Florida Everglades. It is located entirely within the Yolo Bypass and is bordered by
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agriculture on three sides. To the east is a busy industrial area in West Sacramento. Many well
established duck clubs are located to the south. The Wildlife Area is part of the Delta ecosystem.
There is a tidal influence along the east border (the east side levee toe drain) of the area. Through
considerable effort and a high degree of cooperation with state and federal agencies, the project has
been designed to preserve the flood control function of the Yolo Bypass.

c. Expected Benefits

The Wildlife Area offers a unique opportunity to promote ecosystern restoration as identified in the
CALFED Implementation Strategy. In effect the Wildlife Area serves as a living laboratory or
demanstration project to observe, monitor, and educate the public and the many stakeholders involved
in CALFED implementation. As referenced below the Yolo Bypass contains six priority habitats,
seven of the priority species and shows examples of eleven of the stressors affecting priority species
and habimts. See Attachment 2 for a Habitat Type Map.

The Wildlife Arca is a mosaic of habitats. It is located at the Putah Creek Sinks and surrounds the
channelized connection of Putah Creck to the Bypass’ east side toe drain and eventmally the Delta.
Initial construction of the Wildlife Area will be completed by October 1997 when the ponds will be
flooded and the area opened (o the public. The plan calls for approximately 2300 acres of seasonal
wetlands, 900 acres of grassland/upland, 100 acres of riparian woodland and 200 acres of permanent
wetlands. A portion of the grassland component has been seeded with native pcrennial grasses and
more will be done in Fall 1997. Eight acres of riparian woodland was planted in 1995 and is thriving.
The remaining woodland will be planted within a vear,

The Wildlife Area encompasses or is located adjacent to the following Priority Habitats: Tidal
perennial aquatic habitat (freshwater), Seasonal wetland, Instream aquatic habitat, Shaded riverine
aquatic hahitat, North Delta agricultural wetlands and perennial grasslands.

Since the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is located in the heart of the Yolo Bypass the following Priority
Species are present at some time in the year: Winter run Chincok salmon, spring run Chinook
salmon, splittail, Delta smeli, steclhead trout, green sturgeon, and migratory birds {watcrfowl and
neolropical migrants) reference: Project Modification Repott and Environmental Assessment/Initial
Study, Yolo Basin Wetlands. In addition, Putah Creek has the finest surviving assembluge of native
fish of any Central Valley Stream.

Education about the conversion of the Wildlife Area from laser leveled agricultural fields to a wetland
ecosysiem will illustrate the following stressors affecting priority species and habitats and
methods of addressing them:

= Alteration of Flows and Other Effects of Water Management, Hydrograph Alterations, Migration
Barriers and Straying

= Floodplain and Marshplain Changes, Physical Isolation of Floodplain or Marshplain

+ Channel Form Changes, alteration of Channel Form, Prevention of Channel Meander, Isolation
or Elimination of Side Channels and Tributaries, Loss of Existing Riparian Zone or Lack of
Regeneration Potential,

* Water quality, Increased Contaminants, Increased Nutrient or Carbon Tnput

* Water Temperature, high water temperatures

» Undesirable Species Interactions, Introduction of new exotic species, Elevated Predation and
Competition Losses, Competition from Introduced plants

¢ Adverse Fish and Wildlite Harvesi Impacts

Population Management

Land Use, grazing, gravel mining, urbanization

Human Disturbance

Wildfire

+ 8 B &

Il —000479
|-000479



Yolo Basin Foundation
Page 6

Primary benefits:
Benelits 10 CALFED mission and implementation of ecosystem restoration goals:

The direct benefit to CALFED is constituency building. The Discover the Flyway program provides
education through guided access and on the ground observation of ecosysiem restoration for students,
educators, stakeholders and the larger public. Landowners, politicians, agency personnel, and other
decision makers will have access to a visible demonstration of successful ecosystem restoration that is
the mission of CALFED. Stakeholders and the public will see first-hand an example of the
possibilities for combining habitat valucs with functional water project uses, as well as compatibility
with agriculture, Education makes for informed decisions and support for the long range goals of the
CALFED process.

Location: Prime location for maximum educational benefit

The Wildlife Area is located along one of the busiest interstate highways in the country and in view of
the State’s capital. Millions of travelers travel I-80 on their way to Sacramento and Lake Tahce.
Among those traveling along the interstate are many of the siakeholders with an interest in the Yolo
Basin. Many decision makers travel this route daily or weekly making this wildlife area very visible
and accessible to another important group of stakeholders. The location of the Wildlife Area, in
comparison with more remote state and federal wildlifc areas, offers the opportunity for thousands of
school children to visit a wildlife area in their community. Itis easily accessible 1o students in Yoelo,
Sacramento, and Solano Counties. Typical driving distances range from one-guarter to one-half hour
driving time from many schools, cutting transportation ¢osts in a lime of limited resources for field
trips. This complex of diverse land uses makes the Wildlife Area a prime location for intraducing

students and other stakeholders to the concept that wetlands and wildlife can co-exist with modemn life.

Quantity:

According to a recent economic analysis done for the Foundation by Economics Resource Associates,
there are 40,000 students in the third, fourth, and fifth grades within a 30-mile radius of the Wildlife
Area. Assuming that the educational value of the Wildlife Area justifies bringing a minimum of one-
half of these students there annually, visitation could reach as high as 20,000 students per year, Now
is the time to start building a program that will eventually accommodate this terrific opportanity.

Outreach:

CALFED would have the benefit of the Yolo Basin Foundation’s existing successful outreach
programs. These programs would spread the word about the CALFED ecosystem restoration mission
and its implementation to a wide ranging constituency already interested in the Yolo Basin, The
Fouondation publishes a widely read newsleller, The Yolo Flyway, three to four times per year. Qur
activities are covered in the local and regional press. We are in the process of creating a Yolo Basin
websile as a spensored project of the Davis Community Netwotk. When up and working sometine
this year, our website will have connections to the wetlands and restoration community locally,
regionally, and intemationally. The Yolo Basin Foundation also has an international presence.
Several years ago the Foundation was selected by Wetlands Link International, a project of the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust out of Slimbridge, England, as their West Coast of North America link.
Our aclivities are periodically reported on in the Wetlands Link International newsletter and the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust magazine. These publications have an international readership in
Europe, Asia, the Middle Bast, Australia, and Africa.
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d. Background and Biological/technical justification
Background:

Next time you are driving on Interstate 30 east toward the Yolo Causeway, take special note of the
large sign identifying the Yolo Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logos of the many Yolo Basin
pariners marks the location of one of the nation's most exciting developments in nature conservation
and public education. The Yolo Basin Wetlands, officially known as the Yole Bypass State Wildlife
Area, is the largest public/private restoration project in the West. 3,700 acres of farmland in the Yolo
Bypass floodway are under conversion to wetlands and other habitats.

The Foundation was founded in 1990 as a community based organization to assist in the establishment
of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The Foundation is a non profit public benefit corporation dedicated
Lo educaling and inspiring people about wetlands and wildlife of the Central Valley, The 15 member
board of directors represents a diverse group of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conservation
o Jocal government and the business community. (reference Attachment 3) It is universally credited
with being the driving force behind the successful Yolo Basin partnership. The Foundaticn is
successful because it has used its limited rescurces to encourage cooperation among a wide variety of
government agencies and private stakeholders. The result of the Foundation's efforts is the creation of
a public wildlife area, with over $12 million of state and federal funding.

The Foundation's principal goal is environmental education in the context of the Yelo Bypass Wildlife
Area. The Foundation will be as creative and effective in bringing hunters, environmentalists, bird
walchers, and school children together in an appreciation of the natyral world, as it has been in
bringing together landowners and governmental agencies to create the Wildlife Area.

The secret to the Foundation's success is the corps of dedicated and skilled volunteers it has
assembled. Among the volunteers are biologists, farmers, engincers, hunters, landowners, husiness
people and educators. Now that the restoration of the Wildlife Area is underway, the Foundation is
ready to move forward with its cducational mission.

Yolo Basin Foundation continues as the communication link between the many people and
organizations involved in creating and managing the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Educational
programs underway include: sponsoring California Duck Days - a three day waterfowl and wetlands
festival in the heart of the Pacific Flyway; publishing the Yolo Flyway; bringing wetlands education
into the schools with our Wild About Wetlandy kits; and, introducing people to the natural places in the
community through our field trips. Carrently we are recruiting teachers (o participate in our Discover
the Flyway workshops to prepare them for class field trips throughout the year. We are also recruiting
volunteers to assist with the program.

The Foundation is also coordinating a multi-agency project to create a demonstration wetland at the
new State Fish and Game headquarters for the Wildlife Area. This 3-acre site will contain examples of
seasonal and permanent wetlands, grasslands, and riparian woodland. Interpretive panels and trails
are part of the plan as well. Participants in the project include State Fish and Game, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, U.8. Burcau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, California Waterfowl
Association, Ducks Unlimited, UC Davis, Latry Walker Associates and Hedgerow Farms.
Participants are contribuling either funds or inkind services. This demonstration habitat will become
an integral of the Discover the Fiyway program. The long term goals of the Foundation include the
development of an interpretive center near the Wildlife Area. To this end, the Foundation has
completed an economic feagibility study with the support of the Packard Foundation. The Foundation
hopes that such a center will inform the public about waterfowl, wetlands, and walter resources issues.
(refer to Attachment 9)
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Justification:

The Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is one of the few publicly accessible wildlife arcas where ecosystem
resloration and habitat management can be observed. Currently the Discover the Flyway program
targets students, teachers, and parcnts. As members of the largest group of stakeholders, the publie,
they will have access to a Wildlife Area illustrating an important priority established by CALFED,
namely ccosystem restoration. Education is an important part of promoting a constituency and
informing the stakeholders about ecosystem restoration. By seeing for themselves the public will be
better able 1o make informed decisions in the future regarding funding and management issues.

The expanded Discover the Flyway program as proposed here would offer additional opportunities for
education and constitucncy building by providing guided field trips on weekends and during the week
for different stakeholder groups. To a limited extent this already happens at the Wildlife Area. For six
years the Yolo Basin Foundation has been offering guided (rips. For the first five years the trips were
fimited to one public wip per year. In the sixth year, the Foundation teamed up with Yolo Audubon
Society to offer monthly trips, September through May. These trips are very popular and from our
gign up sheets we have identified many different stakeholder groups including landowners, politicians
and their staff, agency personnel, private consultants, scientists, educators, and recreationists. The
program would provide more direct benefits to CALFED by hiring a trained interpreter 1 train
volunteers and develop more restoration-orienied outreach malerials and include material regarding the
function of the Yolo Bypass as a water conveyance facility. It will also emphasize 2 distinguishing
feature of the Wildlife Area: namely its compatibility with flood control and agricultural uses in the
Bypass.

Curremt Status of the Discover the Flyway program:

The program was officially lannched in March 1997 with the hiring of our first program coordinator,
To date (wo teacher worksheps are scheduled for August. Our target is 40 teachers and as of this
writing we are nearly there. Primary grade teachers and students are being targeted in this first year of
the program. Schools throughout the region have been targeted in the first year. The region is defined
as Yolo, Sacramenio, and Solano Counties. Over 1200 Flyers announcing the workshops were sent
to all Yolo County teachers and most teachers in the Sacramento Unified School District. A special
mailing was done targeting science teachers throughout the region. Volunteer recruitment is underway
now as well and the training program is being developed. A Wildlife Area handbook is being written
and assembled in July 1997,

e. Proposed Scope of Work:
Program themes:

The Discover the Flyway program will introduce people of all ages to the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
and the greater Yolo Basin and Sacramento River watershed. They wiil have the opportunity to
experience, observe and learn about wetlands, waterfowl, wildlife, the Yolo Bypass and the Pacific
Fiyway's intcrmational link with our community. The world of plants, soils, habitat restoration,
agriculture, water, history, and partnerships is open to exploration. Best of all, participants will be
learning in the outdoors and experiencing wildlife first hand.

The overall theme of the program emphasizes the vital role of wetlands for the Central Valley's diverse
birds, fish and other wildlife, and how wetlands are being brought back to life. Sub-themes will
include: wetland types and importance; biodiversity of wetland ecosystems; threats to these habitats;
management for diverse uses, and stewardship. We stress the importance of partnerships and
cooperation to achicve goals that benefit both people and wildlife. The compatibility of wetlands and
wildlife management with agriculture and flood control is also emphasized.
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Specific program themes for teacher workshops and swident trips follow state adopted curriculums,
including the California Science Framework and the California Social Studies Framework. Work with
individual teachers is emphasized in order to integrate field visits with specific classroom work,

Phases for implementation. In each program year a new phase is added:

Program year 1997/98:
Phase la: Recruit teachers for workshops, recroit and train volunteers, assembie and develop
educational materials, schedule field trips. (currently underway, no CALFED funding)

Program year 1998/99 (first year of CALFED funding):
Phase 1a: completed and continuing {see above)
Phase b: add stakeholder field trips: hire interpreter, recruit and train special volunteer Guides,
develop group contacts, schedule stakehelder (rips and presentations

Program year 1999/2000 (second year of CALFED funding):
Phase 1a: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase 1b: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase 2: expand program to include junior high and high school students, and youth organizations;
develop educational materials/activities for upper grades, expand trips scheduled for the general public.

Program year 2000/01 (future CALFED funding proposal)
Phase 1a, 1b and 2: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase 3: add thirty percent more attendance to all aspects of the program

Reports: We will provide quarterly reports documenting activities during the previous guarter. The
numbers of people participating will be documented in these reports, along with qualitative evaluation
based on participant and voluntser interviews. Financial accounting for program expenses will also be
provided. An annual summary and evaluation of the program will also be prepared.

f. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Program evaluation and monitoring will be an important component of the program. YBF will wotk
with the Public Service Research Program at UC Davis to develop an effective monitoring and
evaluation mechanism, This program has an ongoing grant from the Mational Science Foundation 10
evaluate science education programs in the region. Teachers and volunteers and trip participants will
periodically be asked to fill out evaluation forms. Numbers of participants and geographical location
will be tracked. Categorles of stakeholders participating in the program will also be tracked. We have
assembled a teacher advisory commitiee that will be asked to periodically evaluate the program.

g. Implementability

Since the Discover the Fiyway program is already in its first year, the skill and organizational structure
already exists to expand the program.

In 1997 the Yolo Basin Foundation successfully negotiated and signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with State Department of Fish and Game formally establishing the educational
partnership between the Foundation and the Department. The MOU documents the Foundation™s role
in providing educational programs for the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. It gives the Foundation access
1o the Wildlife Area headquarters building For program activities such as training. An office in the
building is also provided for. The MOU gives the Foundation access to the Wildlife Area for program
activities. All Foundation activities related to the Wildlife Area are subject to approval by the Wildlifa
Arca manager and the manager of interpretive services.
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IV. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project
a. Budget Costs
Please refer to Attachment 4, Table 1 for a budgeted cost breakdown.

Current year funders for the Discover the Flyway program are: Teichert Foundation, Lang
Foundation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and friends of
the Yolo Basin Foundation. These funders do not require allocation of funds to specific
items. Thus labor, direct, and direct costs can be paid from funds provided by any of the
above sources. Significant inkind contributions are being made by the State Department of
Fish and Game and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, from both the Sacramento District
and the San Francisco Bay Model. Both agencies are providing training and educational
materials, Fish and Game also provides office, storage and meeting space, field equipment
(scopes and binoculars) as well as use of office equipment, They will manage a designated
portion of the Wildlife Area for Wildlife viewing including scrviceable roads and parking
lots, wrails, and portable toilets. Other inkind services will be made available by California
Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, and the UC Davis Bioregion Project.

The Yolo Basin Foundation has a diverse funding base that makes a program such as this
possible. There is a stable membership base of hundreds of supporters (friends).
Significant funds also come from the annual Bucks for Ducks Tund raiser held every fall
and now in its seventh year. This year we initinted the ¥olo Flyway Club for donors of
$1,000 or more. We produce and sell Western Waterfowl Identification cards to stores and
refuges all over the U.S. and some in Canada. This year we published and began selling

by John Kemper. We submit several grant proposals to
private foundations and corporations with giving programs each year,

It is anticipated that a portion of the current year funders will continue their support in
[olowing years, although specific donors and amounts cannot be predicted with certainty.
Seeking operational funding to support an ongoing program is a challenging and never
ending task.

CALFED funding gives the Yolo Basin Foundation the funding certainty and stability 1o
expand the program into Phases 2, 3, and 4. The Foundation is requesting that CALFED
fund fifty percent of the Discover the Flyway program, due to the significant benefits to
successful unplcmcmatlon of the CALFED goals. CALFED funds will bc matched by
Yolo Basin Foundation funds 50/50 in the first year and 60/4( in the second year as more
benefits are realized.

b. Schedule milestones:
Please refer to Attachment 5, Table 2
¢. Third Party Impacts

Due to the positive educational benefits of the Discaver the Flyway program no negative
third party impacts are anticipated.
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V. Applicant Qualifications
A Proven Record of Success

The Yolo Basin Foundation has a proven record of success. Our efforts have been recognized in
many ways. In August 1995 the Foundation was presented with a National Wetlands

Conservation Award for the Private Sector from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Wildlife

Area groundbreaking ceremony. In his remarks at the ceremony, Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt lauded our success in creating the largest wetlands restoration project west of the
Everglades. Other awards to the Foundation include the Award for Excellence in Nonprofit
Management given by the San Francisco based Management Center. At the State of the Estuary

conference in October, 1996, the Foundation was recognized for outstanding implementation of the

Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan for the San Francisco Bay Esmary. An editorial
from the Sacramento Bee recognized the role of the Foundation in creating the Wildlife Area. The
Foundation and the Wildlife Area have also been featured in the Davis Enterprise, Woodland
Democrat, West Sactamento Press, U.S. Water News and Wetland Link International News.
(reler to Avachment 8)

The Yolo Basin Foundation is well suited to initiating and managing an outreach program that
stresses partnerships. The Program itself is a partnership with the California Department of Fish
and Game, which owns and manages the Wildlife Area. The Foundation also works closely with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District and the San Francisco Bay Model,
California Waterfowl Association; Ducks Unlimited; the University of California at Davis; Putah-
Cache Creek Bioregion Project and the university-sponsored Regional Education Alliance, Putah

Creek Council, Cache Creek Conservancy, Yolo County Resource Conservation District and Yolo

Audubon Society. As the sponsor of California Duck Days, one of the largest on-going anrual
wildlife festivals in the Uniled States, the Foundation participates in the growing ecotourism
movement.

The Foundation’s Board of Direclors represents a cross section of the stakeholder groups with an
interest in the Bypass, a further qualification for directing the proposed constituency building
program, The Board has ties throughout the Yolo Basin and the greater Putah-Cache Creck
Walershed. Various Foundation board members also serve as board members of other watershed
groups with an interest in the Bypass including Putah Creek Council, Cache Creck Conservancy,
and the Yolo County Resource Conservation District, ‘The variety of interests supporting the
Foundation and its activities is demonstrated by the list of sponsors for its annual fundraiser. The
list can be found in Attachment 10, The Yolo Flyway, page 4.

Project Administration

Robin Kulakow, Executive Director of the Foundation will serve as the project manager. Ms.
Kulakow was a founding member of the ¥olo Basin Working Group and the Yolo Basin
Foundation. She has served as Executive Director of the Yolo Basin Foundation since January,
1991. Ms. Kulakow has a bachelors degree in Soil Science from UC Berkeley and a Master of
Administration degree from UC Davis. She worked for the U.S. Forest Service as a district soil
scicntist and has budgetary and legislative experience with the State Drepartment of Finance, State
Board of Equalization, and the California Conservation Corps. Ms. Kulakow has been the
recipient of the California Department of Fish and Game Director's Achievement Award and the
City of Davis' first Environmental Recognition Award for her efforts leading to the establishment
of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. She is a founding board member of the Putah Creek Council
and the Cache Creek Conservancy. In the past year she has made presentations to the State of the
Estnary Conference, the SERCAL (Society for Ecological Restoration, California Chapter) annual
conference, and at the National Watchable Wildlife Convention.
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Liz Merry serves as Program Coordinator and will have day to day responsibility for developing
and managing the Discover the Flyway program. Ms. Merry is a graduate of the University of
California, Los Angeles and is currently enrclled in the Masters of Business Administration
program at California State University, Sacramento. She is currently employed by the Foundation
as Program Coordinator for the Discover the Flyway program and California Duck Days. Ms.
Merry has exlensive experience as a volunteer coordinator beginning with CalPIRG in 1997, She
coordinated volunteers for the Sierra Club’s Clean Coastal Waters Task Force and the Wetlands
Preservation ‘00 festival. She has served as the State Coastal Chair in the Sierra Club and was
elected Chair of the conservation committee for the Angeles Chapter where she coordinated
activities among the 20 different chapter conservation committees. In 1995 Ms, Merry was hired
as the staff coordinator for California Duck Days. Under her direction this wetlands festival has
grown in both scope and participation to rank among the largest in the country.

The collaborating participants in the Discover the Flyway program are:
Parmer: California State Department of Fish and Game (Memorandum of Understanding
signed 5/97), (use of facilities, equipment, office space, access to Wildlife Area, training,
development of educational materials)
Cooperators: U.S, Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento and San Francisco Bay Model,
California Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, University of California, Davis, Putah-
Cache Creck Bioregion Project and Regional Education Alliance, Yolo Audubon Scciety, and
Davis Community Network. These organizations are providing training and educational
materials. Davis Communily Network is providing for one year fiee website space, free e-mail

accounts, and assistance in developing a website to be used for owtreach and volunteer
coordination.

Current year funders: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Teichert
Foundation, Lang Foundation, friends of Yolo Basin Foundation

Other Matters
Conflicts of interest : W are not aware of any potential contlicts.
References: Please refer 1o Attachment 6 for list of references.
V1. Compliance with standard terms and conditions.

See Attachment 7, Nondiscrimination form.
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RATTTONMENT 0

Yolo Basin Foundation
Board of Dvirectors, July 1997

The following is a listing of the board of directors with a brief description of their
professional affiliations:

John Anderson

Manny Carbahal

Dennis Kilkenny

Robin Kulakow

Betsy Marchand

Frank MacBride

Ken Noack Jr.

Susan Sanders

University of California, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (retired)
Yolo Co. Resource Conservation District, associate director
Founding member Calif. Native Grass Association

Owner, Hedgerow Farms,

Farmer actively involved in native habitat restoration and
commercial production of native grass seed for restoration.

Chief Financial Officer, YBF Execulive Committee

Certified Public Accountant, Carbahal & Co.
Yolo County Chamber of Commerce
City of Davis Chamber of Commerce

Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club
Loan officer, First Northern Bank of Dixon

Secretary, YBF Executive Committee
Executive Director

Masters of Administration, UC Davis
USDA, Forest Service, Soil Scientist

Putah Creek Council, treasurer

Cache Creek Conservancy board of directors

Yolo County Board of Supervisors (former)

American River Watershed Investigation, Executive
Committee

Yolo-Solano Flood Control & Water Conservation District
Governmental Affairs, Families First

President, MacBride Realty Co., Sacramento
Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club

KVIE Public Television, President, Board of Directors
Land Broker, Bishop Hawk, Sacramento

Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis

Consulting wildlife biologist (freelance)
Putah Creek Council, co-chair

Former president, Yolo Audubon Society
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Yolo Basin Foundation

Page 2

Stephen Sheppard YBF Executive Committee

Paul Simmons

Meg Stallard

Brian Sway

Chris Unkel

Lois Wolk

Environmental Planner, EDAW (San Francisco)
Fh.D. in Environmental Planning, UC Berkeley
Wildlife artist

President, YBF Executive Commitlee
Attorney at law, De Cuir and Somach, Sacramento

Vice President, Woodland School Board
League of Women Voters

Vice-president, YBF Executive Committee
Energy Industry consultant

California Nature Conservancy, Director, California

Wetlands Program

Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Board of Directors

Former Coordinator California Wildlands Program, Department
of Fish and Game

Mayor , City of Davis
Council liaison for water and wetlands _
Member, Yolo County Water Resources Association

Former Board members:

Ted Beedy

Steve Chainey

Renee Fitzsimons

John Ott

Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis

Consulting wildlife biologist-Jones & Stokes Associates
Author, Discovering Sierra Birds

Former president, Yolo Audubon Society

Consulting Restoration Ecologist, Jones & Stokes
Associates

Putah Creek Council, Co-Chair

Cache Creek Conservancy Board of Directors

Public Outreach Coordinator, Stone Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge {former)

Master of Science , Environmental Communication, CSU,
Sacramento

Former chair, Sunrise Recreation & Park District Board

Principal, Sequoia Associates, Davis (land development)
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Attachment 4
Table 1
Cost Breakdown

Cost Breakdown
Discover the Flyway
Expenses
Yearl Year2
1998/99 1999/00
STAFF 3% COLA
Exec. Director $ 6,000 % 6,180
Program Coord.
80hr/mo $ 13,200 $ 13,596
Interpreter
&0hr/mo $ 13440 3 13,843
Admin, Asst.
15 hr/mo $ 2,520 % 2,596
Total Labor $ 35,160 % 36215
Phase 1a:
teacher workshops(grade 2-6) and school field trips (same as 1987)
Direct Costs:
Operations & materials $ 7,396 & 8,133

[Phase 1b: add stakeholder field trips
(recruit and train voluntaer Guides, davelop stakeholdar contacts, make
presentations (speakers bureau), give field trips, do follow up with groups.)

Birect Costs:

Operations & materials $ 6175 § 6,360
Subtotal Project 1 _
Operations + Labor $ 49231 $ 50,708
Indirect Costs Project 1:
Overhead at

10% $ 4923 § 5,071
Total Project 1 $ 54,134 § 55778
YRBF Portion 50% $ 27.077
Calfed Portion 50% $ 27,077

Page 1
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Altachment 4
Table 1
Cost Breakdown

Cost Breakdown
Discover the Flyway

Expenses
Year1 Year2

Phase 2: add grades 7-12, youth organizations, more public trips

Birect Costs:
Operations & materials $ 7,410

Indirect Costs Projeet 2:
Overhead at

10% $ 741
Total Cost Project 2 $ 8,151
Project 1+Project 2
Total Cost $ 63920
YBF Portion 40% $ 25572
Calfcd Portion 60% $ 33358

Page 2
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Attachment 5, Table 2, Discover the Flyway, Schedule Milestones®, Phases 1-3

Mo Apr

May Jun  Jul  Aug Sept Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Prog Yr 1997/98
Phase 1

Hire coordinator yr 1 only
Plan workshops

Recruit Teachers

Recruit Volunteers
Teacher Warkshops
Develop educ. materials
Field Trips

Prog Yr 1998/99

Phase | same as above
Phase 2

Hire mterpreter yr 1 only
Train interpreter

Develop educ. materials
Recruit/train vol guides
Recruit stakeholder groups
Make presentations
Schedule ficld trips

Program Yr 1999/00
Phasc 1 same as above
Phase 2 same as above
Phase 3

Develop educ materials
suited to grades 7-12
Recruit teachers

Hold teacher workshops
Schedule trips

X

»4

X

EL

X

X

* Plarming year goes from Mar 1-Feb 28 in order to prepare for following year programs.



Yolo Basin Foundation
References
July 1997

Elecied Officials:
Congressman Vic Fazio
722-B Main

Woodland CA 95693
£66-3521

Helen Thomson

Assemblywoman, Eighth District

State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
445-8368

Betsy Marchand

Yole County Board of Supervisors,

retired

926 Craig Place
Davis CA 95616
756-0521

Lois Wolk
Mayor

City of Davis
1209 Colby
Davis CA 95616
756-9655

Meg Stallard
Vice Chair
Woodland School Board
10 Toyon Drive
Woodland CA 95693
666-0154

Governmental Agencies:

Doug Wheeler
Secretary

Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
654-2753

Dave Paullin
Coordinator

Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture

2233 Watt Ave, Suite 375

Sacramento CA 95825-0509

979-2085

,‘\u\v\n—ﬁ\!lv&-‘-‘l

Col. Dorothy K. Klassc
District Engineer

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers
1325 J Sireet

Sacramento CA 95814
557-7490

Ryan Broddrick

Deputy Director
Department of Fish & Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
653-0991

Tanis Toland

Planning Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento CA 95814
5571-6717

Craig Stowers

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Manager
Department of Fish & Game

43211 County Road 32B

Davis, CA 93616

757-2461

Non-profit Conservation Organizations:

Keith Rubin

Executive Director

California Waterfowl Association
4630 Northgate Boulevard, Suite 150
Sacramento CA 95834
648-1406

Ron Stromstad

Director of Operations

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

3074 Gold Canal Drrive

Rancho Cordova CA 95670-6116
852-2000

Ann Brice

Executive Director

Cache Creck Conservancy
34490 County Road 25
Woodland CA 95695
661-1070
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Yolo Basin Foundation
Page 2

University of California:

Joyce Gutstein

Assoc. Director

Public Service Research Program
UC Davis

Davis CA 95616

752-7823

Peter Moyle

Professor

University of California

Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
Davis CA 95616

752-6355

Education:

Barhara Wells
Principal

Pioneer School
5215 Hamel Drive
Davis CA 95616
757-5480

Private Sector:

Fred Teichert

Executive Director

Teichert Foundation

P.O. Bax 15002
Sacramento CA 95851-1002
484-3011, 484-3364
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Astacnmertt ¢

NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

COMPANY NAME

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as "prospective contractor™) hereby certifies, unles
specifically exempted, compliance with Government Code Section 12990 (a-f) and California Code o
Regulations, Title 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements” and’ th
development, implementation and maintenance of a Nondiscrimination Program:. Prospective contracio
agrees not to untawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant fo
employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (incladin,
HIV and AIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leav,
and denjal of pregnancy disability Jeave. )

CERTIFICATION

1, the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the prospectiv
contractor to the above described certification. I am fully aware that this certification, executed v th
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Calijcwmsia

OFFICIAL'S NAME

Robin T Ko {akpw

DATE EXECUTED EXELIITED W THE COUNTY GF

=597 Yo/lo

PROSPECTIVE CONTRALTOR'S v .
“Cxecotve Director

PROSFPECTIVE RS LEGAL BLISNESS MAME

010 Basin Founa(d'r'omfmc.
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Attachment 8
Newspaper Atticles

Sacramento Bee

Davis Enterprise

Woodland Daily Democrat

West Sacramento Press

Wetland Link International News
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-Refﬁge in a?ﬂood channel

iﬁ -
k-

» he groundbretking terembrids ‘thls

T morning for the ereation of 8 $16 mil-

hon wildlife refuge in the Yolo Bypass flood

' channel west of Sacramento represents the
' culmination of seven years of effort by envi-

' ronmentalists and a wide Tange of federal, -
: state and local officials. Nearly all agree that .
. much of the credit for finally bringing these

. dlsparate interests together belongs to Rob-’
. in Kulakow, executive director the Yolo Ba-
: sin Foundation,

the birds move in.

© The project envisions reconfiguring 3,400
‘acres of the flood channel with trees, brush
and ponds that would provide an important
‘new habitat along the Pacific Flyway. The
‘work won'l restore the area to its natural
-state but aims instead at creating a hybrid

renvironment that would be more hospitable .
1 to wildlife yet still not interfere with the use -
- 'of the bypass for ﬂoud protectmn ,

lands projects of this kind is mixed;
.people just aren’t.as expenenced yet as

:Mother Nature at building “habitats. But

igtate and federal flood ‘cantrol officials are

-samsﬁed they've come up with & design that .-
' twon’t interfere with ‘current operation of the

'bypass. And atate Fish and Game officials
1are confident they can construct all that ad-
d:{tmnal marsh area in d way that will still
‘keep the resulting mosguito population low
.enough so that there won't be any threat te
.pubhc health,

The big question for the future is whether |
1this same spirit of cooperation can be pre--. .
!  served dnce the construction is finished and

~"The" Corps ‘of Enginecrs acknowledges,
howev'er, that its ealculations only apply to
the way the bypass is being run now, net ta
any thanges that fiay be made in the VEBTS

“ahead. One of the options currently under

».congideration for enhancing flood protection
for the Sacramento metropolitan-area calls

. for passing much preater volumes of water

", into.the bypass during extremely rainy peri-

““ods. That would require major structural

_ changes in the bypass itself. But the Army

engineers haven't determined how those
changes might conflict with the new habitat

“ared —or if there’d be any conflict at all.

*he question is important because much

%of the success of the hahitat depends
ultimately upon the good will of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, an agency that -
has often received low marks as a coopera-
tive partner. The feds signed a formal agree-
ment in 1994 promising not to interfere with
the state’s'initial plan for the habitat. But

- pnee endangered species settle there, or if
! = changes have to be made for fleod protec-
: he racord of success for artificial wet- B
. . 'sind Wildlife hiologists made no promises for
: ‘the future; and state officials argued. in 1994
- that they had no chaice but to make a leap of -
-~ faith that the wﬂdJer agency would act in

- ‘good faith as the project evolves, ~

fion, that attitude 'eculd change. The Fish

.The proponents of the wildlife refuge have

" had to overcome & lot of bureaucratic resis- '

tance to bring ahout taday’s celebration. But.
their responsxhl.hty won't end with the turn-
ing of a first spadeful of earth. There are wtill +
plenty of questions that won’t have answera
until the refuge goes inta operation.
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The Sacrarcate Bee

A varlety of birds, Including egrets, black-crowned night herons and
dunlins, gather i the Putah Creek Sinks area In the new Yolo Bypass  restaration ls the largest project of its kind under way in the West.

Flocking together for wildlife

Agencies cooperate with little squawking to restore Yolo wetlands

By Walt Wiley
Bee StaH Wiiter

Robin Kulakow szems a little
breathless these duys — as if she'd
maybe just diacovered a new law of
physics oF perhaps run a &-minute
mile.

In v way, what she has done is In
that sort of league.

On Thursday, she will be on the
speakers platform along with such
very big shots as Secretary of the In-
terigr Bruce Babbitt to muke a faw
Temarks upor the groundbreaking
for the largest wetlands restaration
profect under way in the West.

That iz the Yalo Rasin Wetlands

Projuct, 8 3,400-acre, $16 million,
federally Banded 175, Army Corps of
Engineers project that will creata
the Yela Bypass Wildlife Area,
which will be run by the state De-
partment of Fish and Game.

akow, a& executive directar of
the Yelo Hasin Foundation, was the
purson in the middle wha kept each
agency on truck and the volunteers
at work toward tha goal of sesing the
Arefitn batome 4 reality.

“And now it's going o happen, In a
year s all golng to look juat like
that!” Kulakaw erowed the other
morning, gesturing toward a cauple
of acres of tules and open waler that
were alive with shorebirds,

The object of her enthusiasm lay
right at the foot of Lhe west laves of
the Yole Bypass, atop which she wasg
idling aleng in her van on 2 pre.
groundbreaking tour.

The bypass, created a3 8 chennai
for flocdwater escaping the Sacra-
mento Vallay toward the Delta and
the sea, has for all its existence been
kept clear of anything that might
impede the wuter.

Farmers could grow annual trops
during dry weather, bt ¢come Winte:
the pazaage of floodwaler became
the primary use, ) 3

MNow, however, witiz the creation ol

Plesse sec BYPASS, paye B2
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Bypass:
Restoration
a challenge

‘Continued from page Bl

the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Ares,
there are going to be acres of tule-
rimmed ponds, little stands of
trees, undulations and high end
low spots over the expanse of the
earth ~ things that could impeds
the water.

.. “That's what's made this spe-
cial, We've actually been ahle to

do gomething new,” said Kulekow -

-as she stopped to survey some
pink and yellow flags marking
YWhere trees (pink) and under-
brush (yellow) are being planted
in the new riparian woodland.
©Come fall, when the ducks,
geese and other migrating water-
fowl arrive, the area should bé a
hotbed of feathered activity, she
predicted.

“And all nght here ' so close to
urban areas,” she said, waving her
arm to take in the herizon. “You
can see the Capitol from here,
Mount Diabln, the Sutter But.tes,
the Sierra. And schanol kids from
Davis and West Secramenta could
ride their bikes out here.

“What a treasure this is going tn
be,” ghe said, her dark eves snap-
ping with enthusiasm.

" Kulakow, 38, a Bay Arca native
and former 11.8. Forest Service
seientist, said the Yolo Basin
Foundation goes back to 1988,
when it was formed amid concerns
over a lack of water in Putah
Creek.

Putah Creek forms Lake Berry-
essa behind Monticello Dam, then
flows down out of the hills past
Winters and Davis and into ‘an
area ca]led the Putah Creek Sinks

""’“Whﬁi'fﬁ t to looking mtu
that, we learnecl of the historical
importance to wildlife — particu-
larly migratory waterfowl — that
that part of the bypass had,” she
said. “Tt even turned out that the
state had studied it a3 a possible
wildlife arce.”

The problem was that the state
Department of Water Resources
&id not permit ohstructions in its
flood control structures. And the
Yolo Bypass is nothing if it is not a
fload control structure,

Another problem wag that mad-
ifying a flood conirol striacture
built by the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers requires the corps’ ap-
praval,

Also, the land in the bypass is

pnvately gwned., The state owns
only the right to send floodwater
over it. Land for a wildlife ‘area

, would have ta be purchased.

* Yolo ‘County Bupervisor Betsy
Marchand, in whose district the
praject lies, recalled that she was

skeptical when ghe heard the frst .

glimmers of plana because she
knows how bltber turf battles can
get.

“But ] was an early convert. [
could see the energy and intelli-
gence that was going info this,”
she said. .

- Now Marcheand is a director of

the foundation, and she will be
the master of ceremonies at
Thursday’s groundbreahng

Burnham, an engineer for -

the Corps of Engmaers, said noth-
ing anywhere in tha annals of the
corps is remately su:mlar to the
Yolo wetlands proj b

TS EOF ediirse, now" its startmg to

spavwn sons of the Yolo prq}ect all
aver the place. The’ iﬂ.ea 5 catchmg
on,” said

'The project is unusual “she said,

becauss it amounts to takmg )
something that had been develop- -

ed and modifying it so that it is
leas developed. “That’s umq_ue for
anybody,” she said.

» And the restoration poses spe-
cial challenges, added Paul Hof-
mann, the state’ Department of

BewKirn D. Johrisom
Robin Kulakow, executive director of the Yolo Basin Foundation,
was the person responsible for keeping several agsncies on track
in turning the Yelo Bypass Wildlife Area into areality.

right. We weren't restoring a 8ys-
tem to pre-Columbian conditions,”
he said, Rather, they were creat-
ing & system that waild do the job
today thal t.he Qld syatem did in
itg fime. -

“There is a ﬂ.lfferenca " he said.
“For ingtance, that old system in-
valved heavy “flonds every epring.
Well, we're just not going to have
that today. And there are all the
other cotisiderations — the levees,
mosquite abatement.”

It all has come together now,
and while the 8,400-acre wildlife
area will be one of the smaller
ones in the state'’s system, its loca-
tion means that it will be ane of
the most important, said Hof-

He, Marchand, Burnham and
others agreed that the new wild-

-life area would not have come to
be without Kulakow end the foun-

ious public and private interests.
Principal interests, in addition
{o Fish and Game, the corps and
Department of Water Hespurces,
inelude Ducks Unlimited, the pri-

vate, nonprofit organization that

d.951gns and builde waterfow] hab-
itat, and the U.S, Fish and Wild-
life Service, the agency in charge
of migratory waterfowl.
“And we try to be friends with
hnur neighbors, let them know

for
Fish and Game hiologist involved /. WéTe not here to make trouble
in the design and development of °_" - anyone,” Kulakow eaid,

the wildlife area.
“Wehadtn becareﬁﬂtodothls

I —000500
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rmade, tlus all happen.”

-dation to pull togéther all the var-'
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BeaiBryan Patrick

Roblin Kutakow of tha Yok Eadn Foundation ﬁd she found gw&nmm{ workexs who hkadlha refuge ides bt nane lo chempion #-

3,000-acre wildlife refuge
designated in Yolo Bypass

DBy i Mayer
B Skt Wrriper

i wintars be come, whon the rejuvenatad
woeampa ate full of geesz froin Alueka end cranes
[romn Siberia, the Yok Basin Wildlife Area will be
remembered a8 tha preserve almost done in by
the Endangered 3pecies Act.

Thrae thousand cres betersen Davla and West
Bacramenta on Manday were oficially designal-
=d an the Yalo vefuge, which will re-creste some
of the vasi marsh thet onte defined the lower
Sagramanto Valley and the swerms of creafures
that feasted among the bl

But the ¥olo project stands sut from other ef-
forts bo reveras the diking md dvaining thei kes
lafi just 5 percent of the Central Valley's
marahes in existence — and a u‘kuw l||L of

h-deperident apeeles ar fing with ex-
tinekior.

The first notahle aesomplishment waa eonvine:
ing flood-control enginesry, people responsfale
for mnuch of the swemp busting, to even allaw 2
werdand ingie the fiocd hypass between Wenl
Sacramento aad Davis,

The ssonnd, and even greater, landmark wus

the dreal signed Monday thek sapporters say
proves the Endangered Spetisa Act can be fiex-
hls.

“Tow often in the enyironmental arena we are
eonoerned bot what we ean Jose” observed Lt
Cal, Mike Stubw, depnty dietrict director for the
Ug, Arory Corps of Enginteers in Sacramento,
“We need ko fook &k whai we can gain.”

Stubr way Among the dignitaries chased off o
levee by rain and info & Pori of Sscramento
meeﬁng Tonm for the official signing and prucla-

mationd ending years of difficult negetiptiona,

“Et'u probably 2 greul day to be a duck” Stul

spenking of the weather, nat Lhe promised
marsh,

Universally, the dignilaxies gave cradit 0 su-
vironmemiel advacates with ahe Yolo Basie
Paundation for ensurmg the vision by restors the
bypass wax not blinded by the sumetimes fimited
vigion ¢f governiment agencies,

*1t is pot poseible for this kind of project bo go
forward .. unleas eommilied sitizens hold our
feet. to the fire,” s3id state Tewourcss Secretacy
Douglas Wheeler.

Pleure sen WETLANDY, pagie B4

Project supy g hope
are wured to the refugz]‘myagmeboaccejn
any habitat damaga dane by maltenanee.
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Wetlands: Plan inspired

Continaed from page Bl

Eobin Enlakow, execirtive direc-
toe ol thr Yalo Easm Fourdalion,
zaid she found govertiment em-
ployess who Ziked the ide but oo
one who would champien it.

. dom 1o talk with everyons,” s
: sRide

1 eould listen to evexyons'a

. gtory and see where we sgres and
; disagree .and then propose solt.

timms, ] wae frew Lo aek for halp”

Yaio
dreamed up the hroject duxing the
dmu[frheleg they gried bo s Fo-

The smail stream onee rmled
sut of the Comst Renge and
dumpsg invo the ewampy low-
lands thet o wel s=xsom were
fillad by the overflowing Sacra-
menls River,

The creek iz now hincked by
Monticello Dars, which forma
Loke Berrvesma, And the cresks
teyminng is new the hypass, the

sineersd relied valve that vz,

water around urban 3eera-
mante.

Sieve Chainsy, also with Lhe
foundation, said the hard part
warmt veming uy with the $12
mitHon to bey dird budld Ehe wei-
{ands ou: 3,000 acres of land,

The dilienlty cane when the
dramm colfided with the histary of

stalemate hetween flead-control - en

and wildlife agencies over mair-

taining e-risting Jevees In ways not
] i en species.

Flood-eontrol engineecy were

- wonld
B “that crestures find the new
environmensaiisis -marsh

during Putah Creek fight

sancerncd that the refoze would

. artract protected specles, and thar

would hamstriog mainionance in
the iypass.

Project; mepporters dp hope that
E speeies are fured to
the rafage - restoring habitat s s
ksy strateyy in reviveng thuse ape-
cies. Ant wildlife agents said they
iy acceps any hahitat damage
done maintenance because it
snder those conditions

The apreement signed Monday
poes thal far,

Flaod-control enginecrz alsa
wantod tu be prumised that iutare
maintenance aperations would
oot b affactad hecanss of ny new
cpacies added Lo the Het.

“Yon den't hove to back up
manvyearstovhenwuhadtwoor

ree erdiizgeied Spects i bhiv
s.re.-.." said Ray Bmch, executive
director of Liz stabe Reclamation
Roar, which 12 charged with le-
vee maintainence. Now we have
four or fve, In a fow years, we
might have 15 thet makes thia
agreement loak pretiy mit.”

But wikdlife sgenis seid vhey
couldn't make such & promise.

And sligr moulhs of debate svery-

one fnally agreed to a leaw of
farth.

“W2 really felt they were going

for g they could po,” Rursch
eaid, "Buc if you lcok ab ths big
pleture this s an atiempt bo re-
trieve something that was here bn
begin with.”



Yolo: Working together

..«nﬁmm

che Yol Bn'nrnnmmnl Resouree
Center, the Yoic Bain Poumnda-
tion. and the Pain Land Troaz.

Ekepcical peliticians have been
perstsded Lhat conservarion on-
stroa can be addremsed without
mm alk ﬂls-‘mt or alinn.
niig landuw

VIE vy mnher AF getting paa.
pleée work logethar aad cooper.
ele to preserve and snhance nacu-
ral tesources.” sald ¥olo
S‘.\pqrwlﬂr Butay Marchand. €on

ration, she said, in hard wark.

vmom'u eoneeTha pwet ba re-

spaciad. Every obstacle must be
werked through.

“We don'l hmve snoupt pocey
i thia eounsy w0 be Agndag mnd
oulng and carrying on,” she said.
“Sg.ws {ry 4 upe Fesources Lo gt
wmething done.*

Resyurces are miways relative,
Yolo, evan Chaines agrees, is #et
Yoscmite "Thls lx not an orea
wher panpie come to live among
spectaesiat fandwnpes " he said.

Thal reslity previpusly encour-
eged Yolo conservationisia lo ax-
port thalr setlvlom. Today it
shapes the carrent agendn, Pre.
werving Yolos groundwarer is oa
{IMTQrANL 18 3AVINg opk wrees. To-
m-m fialrn are “npen "

bacreaatny. Yoo, ir find-
inilul_p\rnl.mnm witiul once was.

Futah and Gache orerka nre
dampied and diveriod. Bul they
onoe tumhiod frEsly ot of the
Cuzwt Ranzd amd oedud Lhe Volo
Sasin; how the enginesred bypasi.
The broad swomp that sppaccitly
sarned the coundy ity name - Vola,
some bnstarizns sy, is the Indian
word for tule — wae long agy con-
vertel-by the US Arm¥ inta a
wide morm deain (o 1ave Sacrw
mg,rl\,gn fmn};:la nurr’\_e'slka mlle_(

sy the top Yeln gral iz to
manags ;the foedway apd farm-
lard it a way alsy condueive 1o
wildiifa, ditar fur haed pears, the
Yolo Basin Foundation nuw pre-
dicts K is 0nly & Jar awey from
:mlrunnd.'unlsl J-acre
fion project where Furah

Grenk finwa inta the

Having sown covparation, con.
sarvatinnista ara harvesting hops.
This.yssr, spme bamn growers

Imd, nod thousands
. geear and white
pelicara ra mnnng:hl -

Wiy Valo? The universisy in &
winifoe Gf mcumce wnd Rducati
i sautradury. Environment
imr bas Biwayd been politle i Due
vin,-where the Bieers Club bonatn
ils highest par caplta mambers
saig. The agricultural tradition i

duminant here ~ by nature, a
eonserving force, And the eounty
ix smul] anuugh fer pecsunal rula-
tonalipa betwasn the mojac
ers. A majority of local o
usually stand by commitments o
eontrol urban develooment And
e cohgreasipen, Buo. Vie Fazig,
D-Weat Sacramenio, hes deliv-
erud Tedorel meoey for Sechileal
studiey.

But thest factars have Iung
bwen preseat,

spired act:vists and soothed anxi-
eiics, who have Lujnd:.d scenific

biclogr Nom Devis. Bewdy also

works ot Jones and 3tokos Sand-
erw, who was deeg in Pucsh Creak,
e mthtrin; thedr two chlidren
full-{ime. Boedy remembery the
night ia their Woodland home
when Suparviesr Marehand ar.
Tived as an adveryary

ml)'lwt‘ln{b' ~ that jb wiluL
g7 o understand bialogy.

".\l biologists,” Sanders said,
“yuu cacr't help bul care about
what you sendy. Just an much has
bean lost you fosi campalied bo
Bave what s lefl ©

Robin Kolakow ales was bap-
lited i Pulah Creek, A Tormer
Foreel Torder noll seientine, Ko
lakgw discovered thut rosoring
the cresk wna g o)
much a8 4 slentifle one. She new
is sxecutive directer of e Yole
Dagin Foundpiion, whose vision is
o meke whdlife wileome in the

, Dagtnning with wheve Fu-

tah Creak flag intr the basts.

“"Whul goi me exciled vae when
1 venlized tundra swens came
from the arcic 1o lpmd the win-
{er io Yelo Counly.” Kulakow
azid. "It mekes this an impartant
plnnn that zhouid be toxan gare

Buh Schaelder, now conearen:
tinm chedr of the Jocal Siarra Chub
ehnptar, s-dnunded tha Califprnin
Wildersrass Cealitiop In his
YOGPERT yanTA, thon boosme B
Luilder Sehosider is working
wieh Yolo farmers to mag the heat
#ils and coecUrnge thelr precer-
valion. "t becamne abvious i me
Lhat we deveiopers, no mattar rw
mach wa :ur-d wuu]d ave ovar
Yalo Colinty,” ke

tiea plnnerahl born of ne-
caossity, said frower Hichard Rome
inget. whase family has steward-
#d Yoio land for 120 yssrs Th
19305 ryel estate byom pushed
angiward yp Intersmie B0

the Bay Arvea wnd spilled weat- -

ward over the Bacramento River.
*Therc was an incraasisg
awareness of the bimics of our re-
saurces. same coneern about what
it will 130k like 1n 1he uiure,” said
Romlogar, ditertor nf the siate
Dapartruant uf Foot: and AiT‘u.'uW-
ture durimg tha L33Hn. “Thers
have haen pecyle at work 1o Aind
whigie we have tommun Zruuud,
waid. *rather than amphaclec
the diflerences.”
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Yolo finds that cooperation aids environment

By Hn Mayer
Bee S Wriker

Tha perple 12 Devis hova & long

mistery of curing sbout the envirane
menk someplace vise, They want 10
save Mono Lake and Bruzilian min
foreatg,

And su it struck Soeve Chainey as
wrong that Putuh Creek, which flows
smeck-dah through the Umverul.y of
Calilornin. vy berag |

"l'enple need o rospent anc Intac-

act with the enyitonment they we
niust in contact with.* said Chainey_
a Dovia alumrus, 2 Jardscaps et
teet and chairmen of the Pulak
Crask Counsil.

ey and othacs met oz in oy
mrich- 1 B538 tu imcraase apprediation
for the eresk and plant a few treor,
“Than dryght set ., Concern beeame
& s, And [0 seve Lig cresk from
slow deazh, the enancil fought o gel
water relensed Mrom Munsicelle Dam
8L Lake Berryesan,

“We were sropelled into the politi-
<al arena ol time," Chainay sald.

Lawsuus. Cangressmen. Energen-
o lagislaticn, Afee 2l this wor wa-
cer Althcugh fish have died and
trens have wilted. the creek abiden.

The aldomsh ag Pucah Creek was
the Lexington and Cancord fur 3 con-
gervation revoluthan in Yolo County.
[t 15 rne thal favors compromise ovar
confrukation, eduention gvir rheto-
tic. Tealism over dealigm

“Inalvud of pusting aut fires, we ars

iryng bo cronte somathing new,* said
Susan Sanders, cochairwomen of the
Pateh Crask Couned].

the county farm hurcau to preserve
sgvieudtury on the best solls, Conser-
vatiorilets hava growers, wil il biol-
oyisty and flood ooutrol anginsers al
warking to yestere hebital in ths Yalo

Fpas,
‘il Ing; Giwe yuars han given risa to

Ploass ous TOLU, pugs

Suermento Grm hat has boa
unpnmg eqviconmwrtal atudius
required for mmor dwc]npmcnu
and goverprnsnt

Ir ymportant to heve a dus-
wned gffort. “not juat dabbic”
ehid Set sights on raalistic accom.
plishmants. Respoct diverse hec-
waia diwd be pubient wiih Rdversar.
ias Deo't juat fight,

I oy can’t have fun and snjoy
youPanif, ynur AMrgY !l poing ta

v up and blow wwar” he sud
“ICG Niard t suatain wheby you are
rast buing aogry *

ol Beedy amet his wily, Susan
Cawdore Bogh holA dosteraces 1

B4 The Sy pnuny;

Gonserving close 1o home
¥Tia GOUnty anvicaimbrialista say lignting far Butaly
Grivor taught thein i rsue uf

i

)Amr:{*ww

Wit 1 aily 61 Sacramenli wt the backgruund. Diach crowncd night hetana «0ost i willow rees on the Conaway RANCH 10 the Yol r\n:n

|-000502
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" . Karen Langer/The Daly Damocrat
Boyd Gibbons, left, directar of the state Dapartment of Fish and
Game, and David Kennedy, director of the state Department of
Woaler Resources sign documents Monday officially designating
the Yolo Basin Wildlife Area,

“A-14  The Daily Democrat/Tues./Apr, 26, 1994

Epvirenmental proteetion
reached & milestone Monday with
the official designalion of the
Yolo Basin Wildlife Aren,

County Supervisor Belsy Mare-
hand “spid establishment of the
wellands ia the culmloation of a
prent deal of work.

work together for a common
project,* she sald this morning,
‘The Yolo Basin Wildlife Area
‘“will be here for future genhera-
tions.” :

Marchand, who has been a pro-
ponent of the project for years,
said she considers i “probably
the most exciting thing I have
been Involved with slnce 1 have
been on the Board of Supervi-
s0r8." .

“It shows that ngeocles can

3,500-acre Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area dedicated

Local and federal oMcials gath-
ered on a levee overlooking the
3500 acres af the project located
hetween Davis and West Sacra-
mento but were forced by Mon-
day’s rain Inside lo a meeting
room to sign documents that will
re-estublish about 2,500 acres of
seasonal and periganent wetlands.

The resioration project will re-
store 77 percent of the seasonal
and 8 percent of the perannisl
wetlands, 16 percent of the up-
lands and grasslands and 1 per-
cent of the riparien forest in the
area. i

The Army Corps of Engineers
will deslgn and construct canals,
weter-control structures, dikes,
roads and gates to create and

Soe WILDLIFE, bock poge

Wildlife
Continued from Poge 1
matntain the wetlands areas.

* Spearheaded by the Yolo Basin
Foundation, the project upon will
be mansged completion by the
state Department of Fish and
Game,

. The project is schedulsd to
begin this summer,

The agreements signed by the
Bureay of Reclamation, the DFG,
the state Department of Water
Resources and the U.S, Fish and
Wildlife Service .end an impssse

_between environmenkal wildiifs

Zroups and Neod-conirol gencies.

Those agencles, charged with
maintaining the levee system in
the Yolo Bypass, have resisted
efforts by wildlife groups to desig.
nate the area & refuge which
would protect sndangered species
that use the refuge for habitat,

The agreements stipulate that
the wildlife groups would aliow
levee malntesance to continue,
ev;a; if some habitat damage re-
sults,
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Officials gathef to dedicéte
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Yolo Bypass wetlands project

4 Robin Kulakow and other
agency representatives attend
groundbreaking Thursday

By MELANIE TURNER
Enterprise staff wilter

Under 2 big blue sky on a warm Aun-
gust morping, Rebhin Kulakow of Davis
stood in a plaee she is most familiar with
—awide-open, flat stretch ofland called
the Yolo Bypass.

But this time she stood in front of
some tules on a liitle stage she shared
with such distinguished guests as US.

. Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt

and Rep. Vie Fazio, D-West Sacramento.

Just six years ago, Kulakow, 38, had
never given a speech in her life. On
Thursday, she spoke before more than
200 people who gathered in the bypass to
celebratethe ereation of a3,400-acre, 516
million wildlife refuge — the biggest

wetlands restoration project west of
Florida, aceording to Col. John Reese,
engineer for the Sacramento Division of
the Army Corps of Engineers.

EKulakow spoke of 2 dream come true.

“Well, we did it,” she =aid. “All the
necessary environmental documents are
filed ... hydraulie models have been veri-
fied .. funds exchanged hetween agen-
cies. I didn’t have any idea what an edu-
eation this was going tobe.”

Ag executive director of the Yolo
Basin Foundation, Kulakow has acted as
a volunteer coordinator between the
many agencies — federal, state and local
— that helper make the project a reality.

A former Forest Service soils scien-
tist, Kulakow is known by friends for her
ability to hold a baby in one hand, cook
with the other and ali the while talk on
the telephone te government officials.

See WETLANDS, Page A-2

Mark BullarcyThe Enterprise

U.5. Interlor Secretary Bruce Babbitt speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony Thurs-
day for the Yolo Basin Wetands and Wildiife Refuge In the Yolo Bypasa.
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“Ifthere ever was i contest for
who knows the most government
phone numbers by heart, I'd prob-
ably be a finalist,? she said. .

It is Rulukow's hips that the
Yolo Basin Wetlands Projéct will

ear the

(o My

uf Hivket

ed the project from the

e
onfliéd, Jearn Sbol

teros and £ount geese,. HKulakow
nnhnueﬂ"%fﬁ:iingw ; u; “his
Eia!ge wil give

’«Smtﬁn Ly
placem

B “"It‘s Such

= ]

it it 4

" In late 1691, the state wildlife
”Conservatlon Boa;d bought most
of the prup Ty OT If cfﬂhe

Departmen ﬁ
frém PGEI Propariies for $4.57

million. ;When consl:runtmn s

completed bytheU 5. ArmyCorps
of Engirigers and Dyugkd Unlimit-

‘ed, dversidit Of the area #ilt hé

trnnsferred toFish and Game
Ducks Unhmltad 15 wurkmg

u.nder a r:untract Wlth the 1J
Fish and’ Wlldhfe Bervice W h

. nnding from the torps to design
CDmIm.IUd h’Ofn PaQe P e

and huild the wetland s~

Secretary of the ]meﬂnr Bah-
hitt spoke of the siniilaritied he-
tween the largest restoration pre-
jectinthe Floridz Everglades sys-
tem and the second largest here
in the Yolo Bypass. They each in-
elude "a soncept of partnership, &
quality of imagination and the im-

. portant . Amerlcan mgredlent nf
{ndividuals. e
) n}égsald a woman w1th a vtsion

gahh project to fruition,

) “Agriculture wildlifesnd s dy-
namje urban area can work to-
getheér, not exclusively,” satd Bab-
biit, #And I baliave that message
has r.obe spread acrosg the entu‘e
eotntry. -
.~"The corps, for 100 years, suc-
cessfully drained every swimp In
the United States of America,” he
added, "evoking laughter. “And
now we’re ealling on them tn put
‘iherii back iogethet™: 7.
g, Geﬂ"hruce ‘Soott, “tom-
mander of the South Paclﬁq Divi-
tlﬁﬁ‘q{ e*Army Corps of Engi-

;. "hee:‘g hid &hopes the project
will'sg

a‘ro[e g_ydr_lel foroth-
] acrnast e na

a spectacular day tocel-
-abrat the ciimination of what
many have called a vrigue part-
nershlp " added Col, Heese. “This
is brat the first in a series of steps
on our way in resl:ormg Californi-

! a ‘snatural heritage.”
. The project uses canzls and
Wa‘tet control structures designed
andconstrucied by the corpsinan

attempt to most closely simulate '

conditions of the hypass more
than 100 years ago, whlle not ob-
strcting the flocdway.

- Itsereatars hope it will eventu-
allysetve as animportanilink—a
ragt Atop for migrant birds —

-glong the Pacific Flyway. -

o

*

|-000505



Wetlands restoration an
environmental success

By MELANIETURNER
Batorpdte Aat writs?

THEN: L war Aagust uf 1995
2 avoundb puakinge
ecichenad Lie o
arl rogreratur: prnect wwst of
Tteruda,

¢ Twior
a sperunl
pig b msrk
(2 ’-In:‘i‘hluﬂ

Faouftiarinn Txee-
Anbin Kulakow
dmirman of
E Counil.

rname:l yeard ayoolre-crecting
K& 0ne0Was nare ol 2 huguwel-
anil basin, Around 1900, the
sy was develupe:l oo - Dwi
ty for diverting Saeramento Riv-

Kulakow ard Shainey larmed
a small worklng group with the
conzeil dnil Ui Yole Audubon
srons guuple

Ftie vl Desin Cosodation is
amonproii corperniian dedleot

peopla ahout wetlards  and
weildlife. TLfarmied im 13490 pre-
mote the establishesent of the
Walo Bynuss Wil |ife srve.
MOW: Toduy. the nenrly 3,700-
acte wild e rea is nrar rom-

(b publ icay s fall.

Tacd Hammard Ths Brtoross
ed (o fraspidug and odueuling o poug g et Brstt Converse auw: a gHa acfacant to the
s o ds profect.

naw

aur ducational pra grams.”
Also. the state Dupartment of
Fiah and Gomea s in 10 process
pletion aed an track in aper to ofmoving into ils new headquar.
1ers ol nng Chiles Road, Ftsh and

o Mogdwasers pway from e oty

undivtathe Oelz

Siowary, bron mmeger for g sinie Bepart:

We'ry very excilod”
Lakow smid. “We finaliy gct lo do

Hu. G
tho wWikdlife araa, 45 v

wildlife oren monoeer.

o 15 ehavged with mmnpn;;

B

" FolammondThe Emerrise

"Ik o the Vaio Baaln Foundation ami tor

man? of #lsh and Game, chaty with Rn!:ln K daugmr, Laah Julian.

WETLANDS

Conbinued frorit Paga A-1

ens Wil he closed and desigrated
wiidiife saneuesties. Duck hont-
irg will gegur an other sortions
duricg hun ngseasnn
Creves” - CPram Darderaft
Puilints of Saéraments, wnder
cnn:mmmmcvs ATMY flarps
Engincors, eonstrueted Fish
*:\nd(rnmn 5 13-acTe opera fun g
mainiananes faeiliy. Tt fonsise
of 2 headgquaciers witlh offlee
Space, concerence focm, mpl a
envered porch fir Lnunchlng fTeid
Lripss

w::b F!sit nnd rmnm :md e

Texchﬁrs are Encmngeu 1
cullprogram coordinetos Liz i ex
ury at 15&1:3& Tor muze fun:ml—

“Laterfhiy srfmer, the fonnda:
‘raing voluniogrs to maglst
tadelars or. the scigol toars, Fls-
#0§ valyktest dasistants Sl be
un Dmpenant parf of e Sshood
rrogre, Bulakow suld. A Lo
ing will he held the tast bro weieks
of September. Call Mery b ge-
yuusban eppEoition packer

The lundetion alse will haly
COMMUCL q greqrartei 2 one
bulfacre demonstration wetlends
oulsl:[c the new Fish and Faspy
Right now, wigi-

Th will have an of
beer pro-
ZTOME. VoHinteers hope Lo mova
1o the gew Zwillty 10 abow tre
weeks, Relokaw said.

‘There alse is ¢ larie nwini-
warc:shed inthn rearoltheprap-
wrly forwork spaee oad storage af
enoipmen; nezded 10 maintain
the wildlite area. A nd arrsidence
wis cunstructed far an on site
Fish wid Game staffporsen,

tole Basin Fuululie tours
wrapand up un Sunday and will
gin arpin in cke N But the
Uidalign's work won'l elow
rown this summes. a3 it [ogrs up
“orthe publiz opening.

l‘

schual tenchers ard qm!(r'! ta
the hyLass ora luaroing n spuree,

T3 wiih netivities they ez vse i
the classromm o wuare werionds
Inasens threngh it ar iatequaled
suTiFuinm

Aftee 2 nnedny
tenchers will be nv
studants gufor an ou
room cxparlence.

Kalekaw hepes ta hild aorx-
shops tar 40 Leuchery, Twa wark
sbops are szhedulor For Ags, 19
wnd 20, The Brogram 12 spoangarnd
by the foundation in evopsration

Fkshop
o Lake
A s

— i

opring doska worl1s under way
by voluntmors Andr Ba!t aed Bob
Stalth with Laery Welker Assowi-
ales, cemsulling enyi
carrling1a Stewors.

“For mary year we 864 hoped
tebave a:lomanstratien wetlnnds
1 the Fisk and Gume sile." K-
Inkaw tmd. "Mloncy from {hu
{.5) Amay coms rof Enginanes
fetLihroug|

omi. pEe

on suscessTully
onicr and with
the lalp of n variety of agencies
the proacﬂm]] cume tolediian,
= demnrastrating praieet iv
ils from the
il ifnvrmin Waterfor] Assnciagicn
amd the 176 Fish amd WhHif
Service. Tro pond desinn isbasad
onfansrpounl planadeve loned by
the Corpes.
Grading and iustalladon of wa-
ter eontrol stitetures will ko
done by Fish amd Geme
Hadgeraw Farms hasdonuied na-
tive: grass plues, and ather help
Wil gpmp feam individnsis wieh
UZ Davis and Prazis ¢
“It'snt1danhalaby
have hongk

13
Ard righnow Davis Commui
ty Metsaci 14 sporsering the Yols
: Foumdation tohelp itdeve -
oh 0t Kl akow added,
thatl. bea gous way 12 com-

I —000506

uBicote il
infarmatlon act o the publi
shesoid,

Ttwasnearly live pears age Lot
a sign Az ereeted aluug Ister-
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endangered species is a vahant goal

Editorial

Wetland refuge
benefits county

At long last the Yolo Basm Wildlife Area has '.

been achieved.

It almost didu't happen because different agen— -
cies just couldn't come together, But because some -

people were very persistent there is now a refuge for
wildlife on 3,000 acres between Davis and West
Sacramento, which will re-create a vast wetland,
reversing — if only a little — the effort to dike and
drain the Ceniral Valley marshes,

County Supervisor Betsy Marchand said the .
wildiife area is a culmination of a great deal of work -
and “shows that agencies can work together for a -

common project.

Marchand, who has been a proponent of the
project for years, said she considers it “probably the
most exeiting thing T have been involved with since I
have been on the Board of Supervisors.”

We can credit the Yolo Basin Foundation and
people like Robin Kulakow with having the vision to
pursue the wetlands area. Kulakow is executive
director of the Yolo Basin Foundation, and was
quite correct when she gaid that pecple outside of
government often have to talk to everyone, look for
agreements and disagreements, and build from
there. Too often, petty turf wars between state,
federal and local agencies keep sensible thmgs from
being done.

To bring about the wetlands area the foundatwn
first had to come up with $12 millien to buy and
build the refuge. That wasn't tough. The hard part

was working with flood-control and wildlife agencies |
over levee upkeep that wouldnt be harmful to |~
endangered species. Flood control people were |.
worried that if protected speeles were drawn to the
refugee they couldn't perform needed levee mainte- -
nance, But wildlife managers sald they could live .|’

with such problems because protected species in.the
long run would have a place to ge. In the iong run,
however, we have a case where people have worked

‘together to retrieve something that was originally

here to being w1th Codperafion toward a specific
goal is mever in vain. And ecooperation to protect

]
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,What We agree"

Interestmgly enough the recently dedlcated State W"ﬂdhfe Area in the
Yolo Bypass at the-Putah Creek Sinks received no opposition.

How can this be? We're Cahformans and nothmg gets approval w1thout'. a.
fight.

It must be because the project has such h1gh 1deals Or, maybe it's because
no one was looking and they slipped something good by us before we . :
realized it. At any rate, the project wﬂl become a reahty and nobodyis -
kicking,

Another odd, but wonderﬁﬂ angle in the development of the Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area is the involvement of the US Army Corps of Engineers. As we
recall, they are the people who constructed the levees, saving us from floods,
enabhng vast areas of land to be deve10ped and helpmg us manage our

- water. :

While accomplishing these necessary achievements, in the name of
progress, we lost sight of some fragile balances in nature. It’s encouraging to
see the possibility of the pendulum of habitat destruction beginning to .
swing back to more comfortable levels.

Hopefully, West Sacramentans will realize what they have rightin theu'
backyard. It’s an opportunity to watch the restoration efforts unfold. The
Yolo Basin Foundation needs your generous assistance to continue its work

-in educating the public about the value of preserving our native wildlife and
to create a place of beauty for generations to come. To join, call them at 756-
7248 or write Yolo Basin Foundation, PO. Box 943, Davis, CA 95617. -

w
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Wetland Link International 1s o rrocrAMME aF THe WiLoFowL & WETLANDS TRUST

A

ey

Bruce Babbitt, US Secretary of the Interior, addres

YOLO:

From dream
to reality

n exciting project to restore |

historic wetlands between

Sacramento and San Francisca,
LISA, was reported in the last issue of
WLI News (page 7). The community
effort behind the establishment of the
“Yola Bypass Vildlife Area’, as the
project is known, is a strong example of
how a diverse network of organisations
in the private, non-profic and public
sectors can work together for a
common goal, with shared benefits, and
is worthy of closer scrutiny.

The loss of mare than 95% of
California's Central Valiey wetlands (on
tha Pacific Flyway) to agriculture and

THE GOAL OF WLI IS TO PROMOTE THE ROLE OF WETLAND CENTRES AS FACILITIES FOR EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AVYWAREMNESS-

ses the crowd of supparters gathzred to celebrate the
slart of habitat restoration at ifie Yolo Bupass Wildiife Area, August 1995. : ’ :

urban development since the 1850s
provided the impetus to develop a
concept for restaration in the Yolo Basin
arga. The idea ariginaced with two
established community organisations.

From this, the Yolo Basin Working
Graup grew; an ad hoe association of
officers and elected representatives from
faderal- and state-level government
canservation, water, fish, game, public
works and transportation deparuments;
the regional mosquite and vector control
agency; and a number c¢f non-
governmental wiidlife, farm and
wilderness organisations, A consistent
core of the group, including the Yolo
Basin Foundation {YBF), met menthly to
report new information and discuss
plans.

The US Army Corps {the Corps) was
invelved from the beginning, and
provided funding to the US non-
governmental organisation Ducks
Unlimited to restore watland habitat in
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The area
will eventuzally be managed by the state
government's Fish and Game
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Wetland Linkz
tnternalional

NumMser 10
JuLy 1994

R i
Department for bunting, as a sanctuary,
and for wildlife viewing. Educational .
programmes will be provided by the
YBF,

The YBF has developed and maintained
the vital roles of representing the
diverse communicy-based suppart (itself
so Important in attracring funding for all
aspects of the work) and acting as
communicator and co-ordinator
between organlsations.

Teoday, after seven years of meeting and
planning, the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
is becoming a physical realicy. The final ‘
plans have been completed through a
collabaration between engineers and
biclogists fraen Ducks Unlimited, the
Corps and the California Fish and Game
Department. Ducks Unlimited s
managing the on-site work, drawing on
its experience of wetland restoration
from all over North America, and
teaming up with the Corps for the first
time. In August 1995 landscaping,
habitat creation and planting began.
Completion of the | 400 hectare habitat
re-creation project is planned for
autumn 1996,

A feasibility study for a visitor centrg has
been completed. But we are not
awaiting completion of our Centre
before we begin educational work. This
is already operaticnal, targeting
interested people at this stage, through
printed materials, field trips and other
regular wetland events. In fact,
education began as soon as people
began discussing the concept on Day {f
Future plans will put schoel outreach as
our pricrity, and will include a training
programme for volunteer field guides.

Continued on page two
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.l differently understood around che
world, | would like to help clarify this,
particularly at a time when VWetlands
International, with a loge a little similar
to the original WLI lago, has recently
been announced.

Wetland Link Internationat {(VWLI) is a
programre of The Wildfow! & -
Wetlands Trust (WWT), a UK charity
dedicated to saving wetlands for wildlife
and people. Wetlands International is 2
different UK charity, formed by the
integration in 1995 of the International
Waterfow! & Wetlands Research
Bureau (IWRB), the Asian Wetland
Bureau (AYYB) and Yetlands for the
Americas. There is a link between the
two: the Directar of Education and
Public Affairs for WWT, Mr Doug -
Hulyer, is ex officio Director of WLI,
and he Is also the Co-ordinator of
Vetlands International's Specialist
Group on Education and Public
Awareness, of which WL is a member.

Henceforth, the WWT Wetland Link
International programme should be
referred to as WWT Wethand Link
International, or WWT-WLI, to help
clarify its position. 1 would like to
request that this format is
consistently adopted. Thank you.

R R

One of the most difficult types of
request received by the WWI-WLI
office is for help with the very early
stages of a Centre development
proposal, specifically the formulation
of outline functional and design
‘concepts. We wish to relay

the publication of self-help guidelines
and case studies {which we plan to
undertake in the future), our usual
approach is to share whatever relevant
documentation we have. This may
include existing outline cancept papers,
floor plans, strategie plans, architects’
briefs and successful proposals, for
example, from a range of Centres
around the world.

Who has such documents to share?
Ideafly, we would like to hold more in
the YWWT-WL! office, for more
effective use in the future. Usually
such documents are rarely referred to
once a Centre is operational, yet they
can be invaluable tools for others
going through the Initial phases of
Centre development. Please could
you let me know if you have such
documents, and if copies can be made
avaitable for the use of others, through
the WWT-WLI office! Thank you for
any help you can give,

YOLO: From
dream to reality

Continued from page one

So how does the YBF, a pivotal,
community-based organisation, work and
how have seven years of planning and
devalopment bean funded?

* Agrial view of earth-movers excavating ponds for
e Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, October 1995,

The YBF is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to educadon and inspiring
people about wetlands and other Central
Valley wildlife habitats. Ve have a board
of 17 members drawn from the range of
interested parties, including local

wow L
government, schools, business, academia,
law, environmental education, banking,
(duclk) hunting; and myself, the only
salaried board member, as executive
director. .There ara two part-time YBF
employees, and a core group of about 30
dedicated volunteers,

Funds have come from membership of
the YBF, annual fundraising events, the
sale of Yolo-marked goods such as a set
of field duck identfication charcs, and
occasional non-govarnment grants such
as the ohe that funded the Centre
feasibility study.

Remember: some dreams do come true.
A collective visien is worth pursuing, but
you must be tenacious. Ve are not
finished yet!

From our experiences over the past
seven years | would like to offer the
following, in an effort to help others in
the future: :

i. Have a cdlear mission and do not be
diverted from it

2. Define the project clearly and
unambiguously.

3. Gain a thorough understanding of the
project area: its history; ownership;

I —000510

political jurisdictions; flood history; the
local communites and their Interasts,
hopes and concerns; water, wildlife and
sails. :

4, Base all plans on good science; fund
studies to fill any gaps in understanding.

5. Involve everyone in discussions, keep
them informed and respect their
concerns.

&. Solicit and achieve local government
support early an, and higher-lavel
government suppart if possible.

7. Appoint a co-ordinator to serve as a
facilitator, communicator and
spokesperson, who has the responsibility
to ensure that follow-up is completed.

8. Never assume that things are
happening: always male sure,

9. Do not be afraid to be creative and
innovative,

10. Actively recognise everyone's
contriputions.

Robin Kulakow

Executive Director

Yelo Basin Foundation

PO Box 943, Dawis, CA 954617, USA
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Adadnrent <

July 2, 1997

«Firstnames «Lastnamey
wAddress»

RE: Yolo Basin Wetlands VISITOR CENTER: Roundtable discussion meeting -
July 18th, 8am-12pm, Fish and Game Headquarters office, 45211 County Rd. 32B (Chiles Rd.)

Dear Mr, «l.asthamey,

On behall of the Yolo Basin Foundation, we would like to invite your participation in early
discussions on the planning of a Visitor Center for the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area and other Yola
Basin wetlands.

As you know, the I'oundation has heen fortunate to be able to coordinate the establishment of the
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area (Wildlife Area), with considerable key support from local, state, and
federal agencies and from many public and private organizations. The Foundation’s objectives
have always included the development of a Visitor Center, in order to increase awareness and
education about wetlands in the Yolo Basin and elsewhere. Now that the Wildlife Area is
approaching completion the Foundation is concentrating on its Discover the Flyway program ftor
schools and considering with renewed interest the development of a Visitor Center.

The idea of a Visitar’s Center is still in the very early stages of planning. Thusfar a Vision
Statement {copy attached) has been drafted, a professional market feasibility study has been
produced. and informal discussions with groups such as the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture,
have been quite positive. The center would be a natural home for education issues on wetlands,
other Central Valley habitats, and water-related issues such as flooding. We have also received
expressions of interest from nearby landowners and from regulatory agencies, building on their
earlier support for the wetlands project in the Bypass.

We would like to invite you to review the initial ideas and provide your input on the Visitor
Center concept, possible locations, and fiture planning processes. We feel that, if apptopriately
planned, such a project could offer unique benefits for conscrvation, public awarcness, and the
local economy. We hope that, through an open process of soliciting stakeholder participation,
progress on this important educational resource will move forward in earnest.

We are planning & roundlable discussion scminar on the Visitor Center for Friday 18th July 1997
8 am - noon, at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Arca Headquarters Building at 45211 County Road 32B
{Chiles Road) in Davis, approximately one milc cast of Mace Boulevard. We wanld be delighted
if you could attend, or send a representative 1o participale. The purpose ol this meeting is to
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|-000511



develop a shared vision [or a Visitor Center and associated facilities, and to establish an
expanded Visitor Center Planning Group to help guide the development of this important
facility. We believe that no other location in the State has the advantages that the Yolo Basin can
ofier for a high-profile visitor center about the inter-related issues of: wetlands, wildlife, water
resources, and related land and watershed conscrvation issues.

Please confirm your attendance of this meeting by July 10th. You can phone us or Email us at the
following locations:

Stephen Sheppard:
Office(EDAW Ine.): 415-433-1484 (fax: 415-788-4875)
Email: SRJShep@aol.com

Bob Schneider:
Home: (916) 758-4315 (fax: 916 758-4391)
Email: duckdays@dcn.davis.ca.us

Please let us know if you have questions about the meeting. We very much appreciate your
interest and welcome your ideas.

Yours truly,
Stephen Sheppard Bob Schneider
Visitor Center Committes Chair Yolo Basin Foundution

Yolo Basin Foundation

enclosed: draft Vision Statement
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Attachment 10

Yolo Flyway Newsletter
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Awt army of earth movers, with the Sacramento skyline in the backgmu}zd, Sis veaay for -
work on the Yoio Bypass Wikdlife Area. Pholo Courtes) of Tom Myers,

YoLrL0o BAsIn

"WETLANDS ARE HERE!

or eight yedrs we have been-
F telling our friends “the Yolo

Basin Wetlands gre coming,”
“work is starting,” and “work is pro-
gressing.” Now we can say “theyre
heret” .

Driving over the Yolo Causeway
on Interstate 80 this past suminer and
fall you may have observed carth
moving activities just south and north
of the highway. Contractors under
the supervision of Ducks Unlimited
completed the earth moving work
necessary to creare the thousands of
acres of seasonal and pernmanent
ponds that make up the new 3500
acre Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, Many
acees of ponds were constructed,
access roads graded and rocked,
water control structures installed, and
pumps readied for the work of flond-
ing the new wetlands. e

In late Cketober thousands o
acres af seasonal wetlands were
sceded with swamp timothy, a highly
nutritious waterfowl] food-plant. Sev-

Volume 6, Issue 1, Spring 1997

A PuBucation OF THE Youo Basin FOLNDATION

Fisn AND GAME
Moves Into YOLO
8 Byrass WILDLIFE

| Area HEADQUARTERS
’ n January 31, 1997 the
attfactive wood and stone,
sign marking the new Cali-

[ornia Depurtnent of Fish and Game
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area headqiar-

to the facility on Chiles Road. For the
T past six months crews from Harderaft
Builders of Sacramento, under con-
tract with the US Army Corps-of
Engineers, have  continued on page 3

eral hundred acres of uplands were
seeded with native pereonial grasses
in November just before the rainy
season began. The & acre riparian
forest, plunted in August, 1993, is
thriving. Some of the sycamares, col-
tonwoods, willows, and Oregon ash
have put on seven feet of growth.
The final work to be completed
includes installation of the remaining
water control structures, grassland
seeding and planting of riparian
areus marth of the causeway, Robert
Chamnev, Ducks Unlimiled engineer
for the project, anticipates that wark
will begin in-June once the flood
season is aver and the roads are dry.
He estimates that work will he com-
pleted in Fall 1997, The area will
open o the public in the Fall as well.
Accorling to Robert Charney, the
winter flooding did cause some dam-
age o roads and pipe insrallations
but it was not exvessive, Same flood
damage repairs will be needed, but
no major earthwork is anticipated,

Fhis buildhing borses the offices of Stule
Fish Gama sicfi cherged with nicredg-
ing ihe Yolo Bypess Wildife Area.

I —00031 4
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SHORT-FARED OWL
by jbﬁ:z Kemper

r

hort-cared owls are usually
thought of 4y creatures of

the arctic tundra, so it often |

comes as a surprise 16 learn
that we have them in Yolo
County. There has always been a tra-
- ditional local ‘place 1o see them, and
now we have a new one, as well.
Ilere's how ta see a shor-eared
owl. Go out Pole Lineé Road and turn
east on the road that leads to the
Yolo County Landfill. Just before you
come to the landfill, there is a lurge
grassy arca to the left, with many .
sprinkler heads. This-is the traditional
place, long familiar to Jocal birders.
Thére are one or two Spots
where there is enough reom o park
well off the road, ([he traffic'on the
oadrmoves fast.) You need tobe -
there about sunset, and then you
have 1o wail There %ill probably be
some northern harriers and white-
tailed kites huniing low over the
fields, and both of these are some-
times mistaken for shor-cared owls.
Herc's what vo-look for.
_ First, a short-cared owl will have
a floppy, irregular wing beat which
some people have compared o the
Aight of a moth. Second, it will have
a short, thick neck that gives it a
b]uqr-headt'd look. Then, when it
passes close enrmgh o see the
“whitish underwings, you will. be able
to spot the large black comrru-
shaped marks which occur in the
location of the so-called “wrists.”
White-tailed kitcs ulso have wiite
underwings with Black macks at the
wrists, but they dan't have that bluat-
headed look. Male hartders have
- white underwings, bur they lack the
black tharks at e wrists. “Alsq, short-
eared owls have a narrow pale band
that extends along the trailing edge -
of the wing ail the way to the outer-
most flight feathers. N
The field near the landfll is

called the "Humt Wesson/Yolo
Audubon Hawk and Owl Reserve.” It
actually s ITunl Wesson's place 1o
clispose of the effluent from their
cannery on Covell Blvd,, but Hunt
Wesson has an agreement with Yolo
Audubon to manage the land o
avoid disturbance of breeding hawks
and owls. The field is attractive to
rodents, and the radents are what
atiracts the hawks and owls.

Here’s the new place: the Yolo
Bypass Wildlile Avea. Actually, for
the owls it's probably not a new
place at all, because the owls favor
open fields and marshes, just like
Ihosc in the Yolo Bypass. It's proba-
bly only because there ate more
observers going out into the Bypass
lately that it’s became apparent that
it'is a godd place for short-eared
owls. Thev've been seon there on
recent field trips of the Yolo Basin
Foundalidn, and also during the 1996
Audubon Christmas Count.

Short-eared owls live on every
continent except Australia, In the
United States, their zone of pcrma-

‘nemt residence extends through the

notthern states from coast (o coast.
In the bréeding seascn, some of the
population migrates to the Arctic,
while some of it stays put. In the

winter, some birds move souch as far ¢

as Southern California, the Gulf
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Coast, and Florida. Yolo County and

“the San Francisco Ray Arca lie at the

southern edge of the zone of perma-
nent residence, and some birds
breed here. During the winter, there
tends 10 be more of them.

Their numbers in any one loca-
tion may fluctuate drastically,
depending upon the abundance of

- prey. Iin the Arctic, they hunt lem-

mings, but almost everywhere else

. their prey consists overwhelmingly of

meadow mice, sometimes as nch
as 99 percent. The rénfainder con-
sists of ihsects-such as grasshoppers
and beetles, and occasionally of
small birds. For some reasen, short-
-eared owls in California scem fo
inchide birds in their diet w a higher
degree than in ather regions.

By the way, don't waste vour

" time locking for the “earst on a

shon-eared owl, I've looked for them
on a number of occasions, some-
times ar fairly close range un a sitting
owl, and have never been able 1o
see them. Besides, thase “ears” are
net ears at all. The (rue ears are hid-
den beneath the feathers, The eur
apenings are rearly two inches Jong,
and provide the birds with creeed-
ingly acute heuring, One observer
(Drievkins) even claimed they can

- hear the fodifall of a beetle at a
hundred vards.”

5
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‘CALrFoRNIA Duck Days:

A Wetland Festival in the Hc,arl of the Pacific Flyway

alifornia Duck Days 1997 was
4 greal success! The fabulous
weather was ohly outdone by .
l;hé emhusiasm of the 1,200 p:mici‘

clep:{rtmg aml arriving “field : i
People browsed in the hxh :,
Hall full of displays, hands: i
ties, and information fromﬁ

conservation issues.
Duck Days guests came fr 1?3 :
over California and five differei et
© states, Connecticut, Hlinois, \‘th:fﬁ@-;
ton, Pennsylvania, and Nevadd. Fifty
percert of the participants live in
Yola County while 18 percent came

from the greater Sacramento drca

and 16 pereent from the San Franas—
co Bay Area. ,

Children played wetland games,

1 hird-walched from their bikes, made

9&11&‘ boats, listened to the magic sto-

gﬁ:;?ed their hands to the catchy
ii5 of singer Linda Book. Bird-
1s enjoyed hundreds of noisy
ill cranes flying over their

3Ar(:a People searched for

i tgrizzly 1sland and thrilled to
ghi of a bald cagle whlle tour-

#'lahds,

fotaled 160 differen[ wildlife

l‘fi’b were recorded on the offi-

A p sightings list including 149
¥ 7 mammals, 3 reptiles, and 1

flsiacxdn (Fairy shrimp). The anly

vay 1o sharé in the countless

experiences that make up Duck

- Days is'1o auend next year, See

VOLUNTEERS MAKE Duck DAys

- olunteers add o personal wouch o any large
event, and a large groun of terific volunteers
helped make California Ducl Dayvs run smoothly

" for over 1,200 guesis. Many of those who staffed the reg-

istratian table or answered queslions Tor the guests were

veterans of previaus Duck Days. Volunteers said they .
returned to assist because of the festive nature of the
weckend, or olten because lhcy knew thelr assistance
wold really matter. -

- It is encouraging to Icnow that many people return to
Euck Days each year, From the volunteet steering com-
mittee to the registiation vohmteers and field tip faunch-
ers, the fastival is a focal point for a comimunity of people
o ‘come together in order to pirt on an a festive event to
support wetlands education and wildlife. Thank you e
the many volunteers who gave your tUme and a smile.

Thanks also go to the many agency staff who donat-

ed their weekend tme 1o the event. Siaff from the Uni-
versity of California, Davis. California Departinent of Fish
and Game, U.8. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.
Ariny Corps of Engineers, U.5. Buredu of Reclamation,

115, Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Man-
agement, the Sacramnento-yYolo Mosauito and Vector Con-

. trol Diistrict, and the City of Davis werc instrumenital in
-many field wips, workshops, and educational exhibits. -

Next time: you go oo wildlife ares or facility run by
these agencies, realize that the people working thére are

" dedicated to the resources thejf anage whether they are
-on dury or off,

The local Yolo Audubon Society prowded outstand-
ing leaders for field trips all over the ared - thanks to our
field tip coordinator Joan Humphrey, her predecessor -

Judy Whitcombe, and the talented group of field trip

leaders from Yolo Audubor. ., :
Finally, the Californiz Watcrfow] Assodation las taken
a strong tole in the organizing and development of Cali-
farnia Ducle Days and their partnership will ensure a cre-
ative and enduring festival in the future. Judy Yost, from
the River City Ladics Committee did a great job producing
thie Open House. Gregg Yastis, Mike Hall, and Mike Con-
ner worked hard to put on field wips and organize<he
successtul Second Annual CWA Banguet in Davis.

I —000516

gﬁmé.llmg of Voice of the Wood, and ~ -

a5 they toured the Yolo Bypass '

you February 6-8, 19981 | .
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StxtH ANNUAL BUcks FOR DUCKS A SUCCESS

hank you to our rany friends

for making the sixth annual

Bucks for Ducks fund raiser a

- great success, Over 200 people
attended the reception held at North
Davis Farms on Tridiy, October 4th,
Thank vou to Joha and Judy Whit-
combe for their generous hospitality,
We are grateful far the suppaort ol the
67 individuals, community, organiza-
tions and businesscs that sponscred
ihe event. Please see the adjoining
list of sponsors,
The reception ended with a raffle

of wildlife art and other interesting
items. Thank you to'the many indi-

viduals, businesses and organizations
wha donated raffie tems: The Mus-
tared Seed, The Avid Reader, Discov-
eries, The Naturalist, The Artistic
Touch, Konditorei Austrian Pastry
Cale, Pects Coffee, Cookie Company,
Krellenworks, Starbucks Coffee, Cali-
fornia Waterfowl Association, Corn-
flower Farmis, John Lescroart,
Rarbara Wells, Tom and Meg Stallard,
State Depargmenl of Fish and Game,
Moonshine Trading Company, Yolo
Audubon Socicry, Miah Creck Coun-
cil, Yolo Shertline Railroad, 1S Fish
and Wildlife Service, and artists Sher-
rie Russell Meline, Vicky Hipsley,

Harry Adamson, Thomas Quinn,
Robert Solard, Judy Whitcombe and
Keith Hansen.

Bucks for Ducks is (he Founda-
tion’s largest fund raiser of the year
Our seven vear effort on behalf of
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is suc-
cessiul hecause of your support.

Mark your calendors now

for the next Bucks for Ducks!

Friday, October 3, 1997, 5:00 -
8§00 PM, at the new Tandemt

Properties office overlooking

" the beautiful Northstar Pond.

Bucks for Ducks Sponsors ~ October 1996

Homestake Mining Camnany
GLnningram Enginzering

FIP Assoclales

Heoper & Tavtor

Ton: & Caral _umbrazo
Taichert Aygregales

Yulo Cp. Fipog Conliod & 'Walgr
Guaservation District

Sclana Corcrele

Novo ordisk, Botech
Business & Professional Bank
Brign Sway & Susanne Rockwell
First Noharn 3ank of Dixr
Caligs & Young

Kimbeily & Soult Kimies

John Cit & Annetts Poriri

James Plumb & Asstoiaes

John Wadde! % Comuany
cllenng & William Owen

Ken Nuack, Jr

Superaisor Feten Thimsna

Eorcall and Asscricles

Fy-am 4 Cangtruction

Lew Utfices of Martha Lennihar:

Flison & Schnzider

Wast Davis Asscciates

De Guir & 30m 133

Jorry & Tenesa Kaneke

Woodard Bomass Power Lo,
Stophen & inca Sheppatd- -
Barkiewicz Kron it & Sranahar .
Suriate Walel Resources, 1.
Fyidio ogic Consuliars ing
Den . Ghiis Soiner

Tarry Walker Assceates

Tom & Meg Stallard

John & Marsihz Andarscn
Faul Sivmions

Luhider & Soalimasing

Lo.s and Bruge Wolk

Futah Crees Courci’

Y00 Audubor Sacicty

Aot Traver ~

Ducks Urlim led

Jutm & Judy Whitcombe
PG&E ronerties

Sigra V.ow Landseape
Gamilla Davis Foundxicn
3abin Kulakow & Bil' Jahan
Log Ruos Farng X

. Tzicher| Fourfation

Graphic Sice Cesign

urray. Burns & Kig'en
Calomia Waterfow! Assoniatior
Danyermond & Arsociales, Ine.
Cailoraia Truckers Association

EDAW, Ines.

Califninia Native Plant Society
Wes'em Wile Iffe Gallary

of 3an Francisco

Janes R Stokes, Assacies
Cng easrran Vic Fazin
Frank MarBrida

Southern Califorsiz Edistn
San Diego Gas and Eleclic
Fi. & E.

Foyer & Claudia Salquist

Rill Geng

Parific Fyway Decoy Assaclation

Uharles & Shirley Lillar¢ Carbahal & Co

Yoro Basin FOUNDATION
RecEIvES ESTUARY AWARD

n October 12, 199G the
Yelo Basin Foundation
- 'was given an award for

Cutstanding tmplementation Pro- -

ject for-the Corfnprehensive Con-
servalion Managerent Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Estuary,
The award was given by Friends
of the San Francisco Bay Estuary
and presented at the State of the
Fstuary Conference at the Pre-
sidio. Yolo Basin Foundution
executive director Robin ]
Kulakow ulso participated in the
Innovative Local Restoration
Efforts Session as a panelist,

Davis WeTLANDS UPDATE

By Mike Conniir

he Davis Wetlands carth-

work is close 10 completion,

All the ponds, islands and
riparian areas have been excaval-
ed. This winter each wetland unit
filled with rainwater and auracted
a few hundred tuncdra swans and
several species of ducks. Presently,
there is srill a little water left
{much 1o the delight of several

specics of shorchirds e.g. dowitch-

ers, dunlin, Amcrican avacels,
Llack-necked siilts, and least sand-

Il —000517

pipers). 1 saw the year’s first white-
faced ibises out there about the
beginaning of March!

 This Spring and Sumrer we'll
install water control structures,
pumps and a channel o convey
stormlwater to'the site, We'll also be
working on preparing the site for
native vegetation implementation
whicl is slated for the Fali.

- Mike Conmor is a biologist with
the City of Davis, Public Works
Department,
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CaLIFORNIA Duck DAYS.
- A Wetland Festwal in ﬂae Heaﬁ of the Pacific Flyway

and 16 percent from the San Francis-
oo Bay Area.
Children played wetland games,

L alifornia Duck Days 1997 was
a great success! The fabilous
weather was ahly outdone b}

Li
the enthusiasm of the 1,200 pam(u il g%;é\‘iabud ~watched from their bikes, made
pants as they learned about twetla) §§§§§§2§%§Ie baats, listened to the magic sto-
and wildlife threughout the by ag%ggég ielling of Voice of the Wood, and
"weekend. g&mﬁﬁ gﬁéﬁj)ed theit hands to the caichy
&

: i ,of szngm Linda Book. Bird-
érs enjoyed hundreds of noisy

Duck Days was held at 1]
an’s Memorial Cenlerin deﬁi ﬁ
the entire complex was buzz e
workshops, demonstrauonsg
departing and arriving fiel
People browsed in the Fxh"
Hall full of displays, hancls’
tles, and mformanon from i e

[ea. People searched for

;fitj -sightings list including 149
.7 mammals 3 reptlles and 1

_ over Cahforma ‘and five dﬁfe:reﬁf"lfg
slates, Cunneumut H]Ul()lS stf%

éxperlences that\make up Duck
Days is-to attend next year. See

per(‘errt Df the pqmmpanls Jive in
Yolo County while 18 percent came
from the greater Sacramento area

VOLUNTEERS MAKE DUCK DAYS

oLunteers add a personal tnuch to any large U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, T.S. Buresu of L.md Mani-
' event, and a large group of temrific volunteers agement, the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito and vector Con-
helped make California Duck Days run smoothly | trol District, and the City of Davis were instrumeniial in

" for aver 1,200 guests. Many of those who staffed the teg- - many field tips, workshops, and educational exhibits.-
istration table or answered questions lor the guests were  Next time you go (o a2 wildlife area or Facility run by

veterans of previous Duck Days. Volunteers said they - - these agencies, realize that the peonle waorking thére are’
returned to assist because of the festive nature ol the . dedicated 10 the resources thev manage whether they arc
weekend, or oftcn because they knew their ussistance on duly or off.
V_vould really matter. - I - The local Yolo Audubon Society prowded outstand-

It js encouraging to know that many people return o ing leaders for field trips all'over the ared - thanks to our
Buck Days each year. From (he valunteer steering com- field trip coordinator Joan Humphrey, he r predecessor

mme-e to the registration volunteers and field trip mnch- Judy Whitcombe, and the Lalented group of field tnp
ers, the festival is u foral point for 2 comzpunity of people  leaders from Yolo Audubeon,

o ‘came together in order to put on an a festive event 1o Finally, the California Waterfowl Association has mkcn
suppoit wetlands edication and wildlife. Thank you to 4 strong role in the organizing und development of Cali-
the many voluntcers who gave your time and a smile, fornia Duck Days and their panmership will ensure a cre-
‘Uhanks alsc o 1o the many agency staff who donat-  ative and enduring festival in the future. Judy Yosl, from
ed their weekend time to the event. Staff from the Uni- ~ the River City Ladies Commillee did a great job producing

versity of California, Davis, Califormia Department of Fish  the Open House. Gregg Yurris, Mike Hall, and Mike Con-
and Game, U.S, Environmental Prolection Agency, US. aer worked hard to put on field trips and organize the
Army L.()rp‘: of Engincers, LS. Buredu of Reclamation, successful Second Annual CWa Banguet in Davis.

-
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they, toured the Yolo Bypass '

you February 678, 19980 -
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GI1SELLE’S BIRDING
TOUR BENEFITS
Duck Days

n conjunction with sponsorship of
I California Duck Days, Giselle's

Travel introduced professionally
escorted ;vint_er birding trips to Costa.
Rica. These trips will financially bene-
fit California Ducks Days. The travel
company, which has an office in
Davis, donated a large Duck Days
banner to the festival that will be used
for many years w direct people to the

festival headquarters. Anydne interest-~

ed in the Costa Rica trip or other eco-
wours may call Giselle’s at 756-7770.

. 7
FOR DUCKS

unday morning at Duck Days
_S‘was full of activity znd good
food, as the Pioneer PI1A
served up pancakes and other
breakfast treats for. 300 gucsts. The
Club Roam was decorated with
‘bright balloons and wetland theme
center pieces made by each Class at
" Pianeer School.
‘The proceeds of this F'I'A com-
munity service event were donated

© to Yolo 'Basin Foundation to be

-specilically used for wetland related
activities that benefit children.

THANK You Duck DAYS DONORS

olo Basin Foundation and-
) the Duck Days Steering
7 Committee would 11ke to

thanlk the following donors for their
generous comidbutions o this edu-
cational cvent: Sicrra Club Califor- |
nia, the City of Davis, NovoNordisk
Biotech Inc., Business & Profession-
- al Bank, 11.5. Burcau of Reclama-
tion, Giselle’s Travel, PG&E

Duck Days

Properties, Ellison & Schneider,

- Della Wetlands Properties, EIP Assa-

ciates, Pioneer School PTA, |
Conaway Ranch, Ramada Inn, Mod-
crn Arl Graphics, Eagle Optics, The
Paint Chip, ‘l'andem Properties, The
Printer, and The Mustard Seed.
Financial and in-kind support from
these generous donoes made Cali-
fornia Duck Days fly strong.

CELEBRATES PARTNERSHIPS

-5 the proud sponsoring orga-

A nization of Duck Days, Yolo
Basin Foundation would like

to recognize the cooperative efforts
of the steering committee members
and the other participating organiza-
tions that made the many Duck. -
Days activities possible.

“Together these 65 organizations
put together a diverse set of field
uips, workshops, demonstations and
displays llustrating the many facets
of Central valley wetlands and. the
people working to manage and con-
serve these resources for the future.

Recognition goes to the 1997

Dk Days steering committee mem-
bers: Ann Brice, Cache Creek Con-
servancy, Joyee (nstetn, Universily
of California, Davis, Joan Humphrey
and Judy Whitcombe, Yolo Audubon

_Sociely, Gregg Yarris, California

Watcrfowl Association, Bruce For-
man, California Depatiment of Fish
and Game, Robin Kulakow, Yolo
Basin Foundation, Bob Schneider,

“Sierra Club California, Kathieen -

Stephens, Virginia Mahacek, and
Duck MNays coordinator, Liz Merry.
Welcome 1o new 1998 sleering conme
mittee members Mike Connor, City of
Diavis and Alida MorZenti, UC Davis.
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" DEMONSTRATION

WETLAND COMING
1O FISH AND GAME
HEADQUARTERS

y this summer construction.-
B will be underway for a one

acre dermonstration: wetland
located adjacent io the new Fish .
and Game headquarters. This Yolo
Basin Foundation project is funded
through grants from California :
Waterfow] Association and US Fish
and Wildlife Service. The CWA i

. grant is funded by (heir new Her-

itage Sprig youth membership pro-
gram. The first 100 members of this
new membership category will be
dircotly supparming the demonstra-
tion wetland project and will have
their names on a special plaque
displaycd at the: headauarrers. The
I'oundation was awafded a chal-
lenge cost share grant from the US
Fish and Wildlife Service to match
the CWA funds. These funds will be

" used 1o purchase pipe, irrigation

supplies, and other matertals.
Thank you to Dave Patterson of
CWA for assisting with the [unding
of this project. Addirional funding
for children’s educational materials
was conated by the Pioneer PTA -
from proceeds of their Duck Days
pancake breakfast.

The pond design is ba <ed on-
conceptual plans developed by the
18 Armny Corps of Engineers as part
of the original design of the Fishy
and Game headquarters. Due 1o
budget constraints the demonstra-
fdon wetland compenent of the
design was unfunded and now will
be constructed under the auspices
of the Yolo Basin Foundation, Grad-
ing and installdtion of water control -
structures will be done by Fish'and

- Game wildlife area personnel. Miki

Fujitsuho, landscape architect with

the Corps, will provide design detail.
Andy Balc and Bob Smithr with Tany
Walker Associ-  continued o puge & -



DEMONSTRATION WETLAND..
continued from page 7

ates, consulting engineers, will do the
surveying and stalking as volunteers.
Native grass plugs for a perenriial
giasstand sur mundmg the pond will
be donated by Hedgerow Farms.
Craig Thamsen, a range scientist with
UG.Davis, will provide native forbs
“for attracting butterflies and other

beneficial insects. Paul Hofmann, Lish

and Game biologist, and Robert Char-

provide technjcal assistance, The
demonstration wetland, will be mod-
cled after the larger ponds in the Yolo
Bypass Wildkfe Area and will serve as
an easily accessible outdoor class-
room for students of all ages. There
will he observation areas-and a trail
accesstng the pond- for closer study.
All vegetation will be native plants
typical of Central Valley welands and
-ripatian areas, providing an excellent

-oppofiunity for students to become

familiar with, the plants at a conve-
nietnt study site, This project will be

an integral part of the Youndatiom’s

school ouweach programs. Tt is anoth-
¢r example of a successful Yolo Basin
partnership providing habitat and
educational resources_for the comriu-
nily. Look for upcoming announce-

~ ments recruiting volunteers for
planting tlays this Fall and Winter.

aev, Ducls Unlimited engincer; will

" Jomw THE Yoro bAsIN fOUNDATION

1 would like t(; become 2 friend of the Yolo Basin
Foundation. E.nclo;,gd is 2 donation of:

Os2s  Cr$35 850 [ $100

Mlease muake checks pepatie o Yolo Basin Foundalion and mail v

() other

PO, Bax 43, Dapis, (A DS617. Dunalions uf '35 or move will secelve + -

a complimentary set of Western Wareifowl Jdentification cards.
Dorzations are tax deductible. Thank you for your stgpovt.

-

HUHME.

ertivess

ciby stale i fhone

yolo basin foundatzon
P.O. BOX 943

DAVIS,"CA 95617
016 756-7248

Address Correction Kequﬂted

1

Boarp o DIRECTORS -

Ceavan: Paur Smsons

Vice Chair: Brian Sway

Secretary: Rohin Kiakow

Chief Finanrial Oficen Manny Cadaahal

John Anderson - Steve Chainey Meg stallard
Bersy Marchand  Loks Woik Jonn S
Chris Unkel

Kenneth Noack, Jr.
Susdn Sanders
Dennis Kilkenny  Stephen-Sheppard Frank MacBride Jr.
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Photos: Thave Ceppos, Tom Mycrs

Ilustration: Johr Kemper

Printer: The Pricter, Davis

Duck Days & Program Coordinator: flizabeth Merry
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Attachment 11

Y olo Basin Foundation Background Flyer
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BUILDING ON SUCCESS

The Frndation has a proven record of success. Our efforts
have been recognized in many ways. In August 1993, over 150
people attended a groundbreaking celebration at the Yola Ba-
sin Wetlands site. There the Foundation was presented with a
National Wetlands Conservation Award from the US Fish and
Wildlife Service. At that ceremony, Secretary of the lawerior
Bruce Babbiit lauded our success at creating the largest wet-

tands restoration project west of the Lverglades.

Other awards to the Foundation include the Award for Excel-
lence in nonprofit management given by the San Francisco
pased Managesnent Center and The People at Chevron. At the
State of Fstuary Conference in October, 1996, the Foundation

was recognized for owtstanding implementation of the Com

cisco Bay Estuary.

Now that the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area.d

seeing 100,000 ducks, geese and g
feel that the most crucial element dnconsery
resources is to make the next generation

e understand why

hand this regional treasure, and i help th

all of us must preserve the wetlands-of the cific Flyway.

: PO Box 943
. Davis, CA 95617
(916)756-7248
Contact: Rohin Kulakow. executive director

Tax Status: 501(c)3 nonprolit pﬁblic benefit corporation; Tax [D # 68-0230311

I —0005 22

|-000522



L

yolo basin foundation

hen you drive on Interstate 80 east toward the

Yolo Causeway berween Davis and Sacramento,

yOu may abserve the large sign identifying the
Yolo Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logos of the
many Yola Basin partners marks the location of one
of the nation’s most exciting developments in nature
conservation and public education. The Yolo Basin
Wetands, officially known as the Yolo Bypass State
Wildlife Area, is the largest public/private restoration
project in the West. 3,500 acres of land in the Yolo
Bypuss [loodway are under conversion to wetlands
and other habitats.

Yolo Basin Foundation (Foundation)} was founded in
1990 as a community based organization 1o assist in
the establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlile Area Lhe
Foundation is a non profit public benefit corporation
dedicated to educating and inspiting people about
wetlands and wildlife of the Central valley. The 16
member board of directors represents a diverse group
of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conserva-
tion to local government and the business commurity.
It is universally credited with being the driving force
behind the partnership that led to the creation of the
Yolo Basin Wetlands project,

A principal goal of the Foundation is environmental
education In the context of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area. Now that the restoration of the wildlife arez is
nearly complete, the Foundation is ready to move for-
ward with ils cducational mission. We are gearing up
to recruit and train a new cadre of volunteers who will
serve as docents to provide opportunities for hundreds
of students from throughout the region 1o experience
the new wildlife area first hand. The new “Discover
the Flyway. program for schaols” is slated o begin in

Frekuaxy 1997

Fall 1997, In addition, a commitee is evaluating the
planning steps necessary to build a visitor center.

olo Basin Foundation continues as the communi-
cation link between the many people and organi-
zations involved in creating and managing the
Wildlife Area. Educational programs under-way include:
sponsoring the fourth annual California Duck Days - 4
three day waterfowl and wetlands festival in the heart
of the Pucilic Flyway to be held February 14,-16, 1997,
publishing the Yolo Flyway newsletter; bringing wer-
lands education into the schools with our “Wild Aboul
Wetlands® kits; and,.intreducing people w the natural
places in the community through field trips. This year
we are offering tours of the wildlife area once a month
in partnership with Yolo Audubon Society.
The establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area

-and the work of the Foundation has been widely re-

garded as a model for planning and completion of olher
wetland projects, The bypass is a key component of
the habitat restoration planned as part of the Cal/Fed
Bay Delta Accord process now underway, and is 2 vital
element of the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture's
habitar restoration goals. ‘The Foundation will be an
important Jocal plaver in implementing these many

plans.
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